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Two Masters 


By Amos R. Wells 
No man can serve two masters.— Matthew 6 : 24. 


OQ master calls to ease and pomp and pelf, 
The Other calls to hardship and— Himself, 

One master calls to sunny luxury, 

The Other calls to dark Gethsemane. 

One master calls to power and to pride, 

The Other Master is the Crucified. 

One master leads on flowery paths and gay, 

The Other Master walks the narrow way. 

One master summons us to silken bed, 

The Other had no place to lay His head. 

One master calls us to a golden throne, 

The Other to a desert leads His own. 

One master calls where thfongs their roses strew, 

The Other humbly walks with very few. 

But he, the master of luxurious ease, 

Leads at the last to gloom and agonies; 

While He who bids us. toil alone with Him 

Leads us at length to throngs of seraphim. 

Yet, blessed Master, were Thy toils and tears 

Extended ever through the endless years, 

Still would Thy servants welcome poverty, 

And fare through any wilderness with Thee; 

For though Thy servants find the world their own, 

We seek it not; we rest in Thee alone. 
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Bible Paradoxes 


Seeming contradictions in the Bible are a healthy 
challenge to Bible study. The Word often seems to 
contradict itself; the Word never contradicts itself. 
Thus the Lord Jesus Christ at one time said of him- 
self: “As the Father hath life in himself; so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself; and hath 
given him authority to execute judgment also, because 
he is the Son of man” (John 5:26, 27). Similarly 
we are told by Paul’s inspired word that “the Lord 
Jesus Christ . . . shall judge the’ quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom” (2 Tim. 4:1). 
But when a man came to Christ, one day, and said, 


“Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the in-. 


heritance with me,” the Lord replied, “Man, who made 
me a judge or a divider over you?” (Luke 12:14.) 
Thus our Lord at one time claimed divine authority 
to execute judgment, and at ahother time seemed to 
disclaim any such position. Is there a contradiction 
here? We must remember that “no prophecy of the 
Scripture is of any private interpretation” (2 Pet. 
1:20); and this principle is not limitéd to predictive 


prophecy but applies to all the Scripture, and means 
that no part of the Word is of “its own interpretation ; 
4. e., not isolated from all that the Word has given 
elsewhere.” In his earthly ministry Christ came to 
show forth and make possible the saving grace of 
God, not the judgment of God. “For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn [judge] the world; 
but that the world through him might be saved” (John 
3:17). The incarnation of the Lord, and his sub- 
stitutionary death when he received in himself the 
judgment of God upon the sins of mankind, ushered 
in the age of grace in which we still live. His first 
coming to this earth was not as Judge, but as Saviour. 
But when he comes again he will come, not as Sav- 
jour but as Judge, “the blessed and only Potentate, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords” (1 Tim, 6:15). 
And the wonderful message of the Gospel is that all 
who shall have received Christ as their Saviour, while 
yet there is time, will have nothing to fear when he 
comes again as Judge, for every such believer “shall 
not come into condemnation [judgment] ; but is passed 
from death unto life’ (John 5:24). 
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Queer People 
It is one of our greatest privileges to be queer. 
A consecrated missionary in South America tells of 
recent experiences in the field. “We needed so much 
grace and patience to deal with the people; while do- 
ing so much for them, we were continually being rob- 
Yet even those who were robbing us, when they 
needed help or medicine, always received it. They 
must think that we are queer folks; but grace does 
make-us queer, and even mad in the sight of the world. 
We believe that a few did see the love of God through 
the little kindnesses that we did for them.” “Queer” 
is only another word for “peculiar.” The dictionary 
gives as meanings for both words, “strange, odd.” 
God gives us his Word that those who trust him fully, 
and are his own people, will be peculiar. To Israel 
at Sinai he said: “If ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me above all people” (Exod. 19:5). 
The Psalmist sang, “The Lord hath chosen Jacob unto 
himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure” (Psa. 
135:4). What the Jew was under the law, so is the 
Christian under grace. We are “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself 


The Vice of 


FARMER was speaking of his calling, and in 

a moment of weariness with the struggle he 

said that for every valuable thing that anybody 
could raise there were always waiting two or three 
blights or pests that were ready to destroy them. The 
same thing is true in that other scene of sowing and 
reaping, the field of Christian growth and character. 
How often we notice the existence of undeniable gifts 
in people, and then have to admit that something else 
has crept in that has neutralized those gifts and made 
them fail of their full worth and effect. 

What happens in the coarser field of the crops is 
always liable to happen in the finer realm of the life 
of the soul. It is, because of its very worth and 
fineness, peculiarly susceptible to hostile influerices 
that will work themselves in and identify themselves 
with it if they can. Indeed, there are defects and 
blights that perhaps come on the scene more espe- 
cially in connection with what is highest and best. 
There are vices that lie in wait for the virtuous more 
than for others. And one of the vices that especially 
besets the virtuous is the vice of censoriousness. 

Henry Drummond. was one who singled this out as 
the infirmity that lay in wait for those whose lives 
had broken away from the coarser and commoner cor- 
ruptions. He observed, in that great experience of his 
and his friends, that in one of the great chapters of 
men’s turning from darkness to light the first phase 
of the experience was a warm and hearty and broth- 
erly reaching out to those who were astray; 'and then 
there caime on a secondary stage of experience, in which 


\ 


for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous. of good 
works” (Tit. 2:13, 14). Finally, writes Peter to all 
believers: “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2: 
9). Who would not gladly be “queer” in order to be 
counted by God himself his peculiar treasure? Holi- 
ness, and righteousness, and purity, and love all seem 
strange and odd to a world that by nature has none of 
these things. As the South America missionary truly 
says, it takes grace to make us queer. 
grace can make us a treasure for himself. When we 
take what he offers us, and give him ourselves, let us 
praise him that he can and does make us “different.” 


x 
Only One Calvary 


No one but Christ could ever be the Lamb slain. 
Many others have died on the cross, and may yet do 
so. But there is an infinite difference between their 
death and Christ’s death. We should* keep this in 
mind when speaking of the death of martyrs. It is 
regrettable to read in the public. press the comment 
recently made by a minister on the death of a mis- 
sionary in China: “If he coulde speak he would say 
he had counted it a privilege to go to the cross as 
Christ went.” We honor and mourn every mission- 
ary life laid down in the foreign field; but only a sin- 
less one could die the Redeemer’s death. Muri red 
Christian missionaries die as martyrs; Christ's Heath 
was not that of a martyr. The missionary dying for 
his faith, in Christ dies under the blessing of God; 
Christ died under the curse of God. “Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13). When the Christian 
takes up his cross and follows Christ, being crucified 
with Christ, he dies ‘to his own sins. But when Christ 
died on the cross, he died*not unto his own sins, for 
he had none, but unto the sins of the whole world 
which were laid on him “who his own self bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed” (1 Pet. 2:24). The cross, 
to Christ, was the place’of curse and separation from 
God. The cross to the Christian is the place of bless- 
ing and fellowship with God, There is only one 
Calvary. 


the Virtuous 


those who had come into the light and knew the dif- 
ference became gradually censorious, to a degree not 
known before, of all those about them. Sometimes 
it went to the length of chilling the newborn broth- 
erliness that had been one of the first marks of their 
own passing from death unto life. 

When we examine ourselves we are sometimes star- 
tled and ashamed at the degree to which we pass judg- 
ment on our fellows. With the Pharisee in the temple, 
his religion —and the religion of the Pharisees at its 
best was a great attainment — had taken the direction 
of throwing into the most merciless light the religion 
and character of the neighboring publican who was 
beating his breast about something, That was an in- 
stance of this vice of the virtuous. The Pharisee 
had no doubt won the victory over loose living and 
slack discipline, and had reason to thank~God. for a 
certain firmness in his life and definiteness of belief, 


_ and was in little danger of slipping into the morass of 


the coarser sins; he knew perhaps within himself as 
Paul did what a price he had had to pay for. a dis- 
ciplined life; but he -had had his religion take a turn 
that was unwholesome, and certain to vitiate the great 
things that had been done for him. 

It is by no easy or settled formula that any of us can 
know. how to mingle judgment with mercy. “With 
mercy and with judgment my web of time he wove,” 
says the great hymn, and the writer of the inspired 
psalm tells us of this delicate adjustment of things in 
the words, “I will sing of mercy and judgment.” 

' The light from Heaven cannot help throwing into 
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darker shadows the misdoings, the sins, and the faults 
of our feliows and of our own souls. But our re- 
ligion may take a slant and a bias, as the Pharisee’s 
did, until we may become the last people on earth 
that the sinner or the failure would dare to come to. 
On the other hand, it does happen that sometimes those 
who hold the most rigorous attitude toward offenses, 
and never tamper with the line between right and 
wrong, and. deal sternly with themselves, are yet able 
to keep an attitude toward those who have fallen or 
gotten far away which gives the outcast a sense of 
home and of an open door. In those days, now a 
generation gone, in which Dr, Parkhurst boldly and 
alone challenged and changed the organized and pro- 
tected vice of New ‘York, one of the most sinful and 
degraded of women, whose shameful business had 
been stopped, went to him and took the satisfaction 
of pouring out upon him the vilest abuse of which she 
was capable. He heard her through, Puritan as he 
was to the core, and afterward she told the story of 
what followed as she said, “He couldn’t have spoken 
more kindly to me if he had been my brother.” 

Sometimes in our jealousy for the truth we are 
bitterly severe with some fellow Christian who has 
slipped in his belief. The things that some Christians 
bring themselves ‘to say about each other are among 
the worst things that ever get said. 

The worst of this vice of censoriousness is that it 
so easily deceives us into thinking it a virtue. There 
was a subtle enjoyment going on in the heart of the 
Pharisee in the temple at the thought of the plight 
of this sinner. It was an easy way of throwing into 
prominence his own good points. Many of us whose 
lives are gray can look quite white if only we have 
black enough background to show ourselves against. 
But what a travesty of the Christian life it is when 
the Christian only comes to see more faults, and see 
them more plainly than others, while his own life is 
one of deepened disgusts and growing solitariness! 
St. Francis of Assisi made, as the early Christians 
did, a definite break with the sin and shameful living 
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of the time. He went out into a world hideous with 
strife"and greed and sin, and he spoke to men plainly 
about all this; but, “he could not have spoken more 
kindly if he had been their brother.” 

One of the Methodist bishops has lately been speak- 
ing in the West, and on one occasion made mention 
of a moroseness and censoriousness into which some 
had allen until it had discolored their ministry and 
their influence. In our very jealousy for the kingdom 
of God and a better world and a purer doctrine, each 
of us has to watch the creeping on and in of this 
malady that defeats the end we sincerely try to serve. 
It is not the keenest mind that sees the most faults 
and the most things to rebuke. And it is not the 
mark of the truest Christian life to feel growingly 
better than others, but rather to know that we are 
growing better than we used to be ourselves, And 
one of the surest of all good signs is to know that, in 
spite of all their defects, we do sincerely care more 
and more for our fellows. 

There was a lawyer in Connecticut who through the 
years of his. practice was almost a terror to his breth- 
ren at the bar. His sharpness, his impatience, his 
keen detection and merciless following of every blun- 
der made him a constant discomfort and dread, 
Finally -he was promoted to the bench, and everybody 
dreaded the trial of cases before him, But from the 
time he ascended the bench there came over him a 
change that made him the most patient of judges, the 
most just, and the most merciful with all lesser tal- 
ents and inferior minds, and the surest to give full un- 
derstanding of all that was put before him. 

Our Lord foresaw this inevitable by-product of the 
Christian character, as he taught his disciples to see 
with his eyes the sin of the world and foresaw how it 
would only increase it. And then he taught them also 
that other lesson, by which they learned that the most 
high was also the most merciful, and that the sinning, 
blundering, mistaken world around them had the right 
to look to them as it cou'd look to no others for the 
most charitable understanding of their lives. 








What is the Oldest Religious 
Journal in the World? 


In an editorial appearing in the March 12 number of 
your estimable paper, under the caption “A Century of 
Religious Journalism,” you: make the following state- 
ment: “No other weekly religious paper in the world 
has served the kingdom of God so long as the Chris- 
tian Observer, of Louisville, Ky.” 

I-fear that for once Igshall have to differ with you. 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty, published by the Chris- 
tian Church with headquarters at Dayton, Ohio, ante- 
dates the Observer by five years. In the archives. of 
our publishing house at the above named city we have 
a copy of No. 1, Vol. 1 of The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
and it bears the date, Thursday Evening, Sept. 1, 1808. 

The claim of The Herald of Gospel Liberty to be the 
oldest religious newspaper has been thoroughly examined 
by disinterested parties outside of our own. denomina- 
tion, the claims of the Observer also considered, and our 
claim has been fully substantiated. I trust you may 
find space in your paper to make the correction.—An 
Illinois Pastor, 


The Christian Observer was begun in September, 
1813. In September, 1808, appeared the first number 
of a paper called Herald of Gospel Liberty. There 
seems to be no. question that that particular paper ante- 
dated the Christian Observer by five, years.. But is 
the present Herald of Gospel Liberty the paper which 
was first published in 1808? According to statements 
published by the Christian Observer, which seem to 
be historically accurate, it was not. Here are’the facts 
given by the Observer, the editor of which, Dr. David 
M. Sweets, has written to the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times that the claims of the Herald of Gospel 
Liberty were thoroughly examined at the time. of the 
one hundredth anniversary (1913) of the founding 
of the Observer. Dr. ‘Sweets writes: . 


You will notice that our claim is that we’ are the old- 
est weekly religious paper in the world that has had a 
continuous publication." We requested the Presbyterian 
Historical Society, in Philadelphia, to investigate the 
whole matter and you will be able to find proof of all 
that we have said in our paper in their library. 

The Christian Observer does not claim to be the first 
religious paper founded in the United States, but to be 
the oldest weekly religious paper that has had a con- 
tinuous publication. We stand by this record and we 
are confident that the enclosed statement of facts will 
convince you that we are entitled to this claim. 


Here are some of the facts given in the Christian 
Observer of September 3, 1913, at the time of its cen- 
tennial : , 

Rev. Elias Smith published a bi-weekly paper at 
Portsmouth, N. H., called the Herald of Gospel -Lib- 
erty, the first number bearing date of September 
1, 1808, ‘ 

In the August number of 1817, Mr. Smith, the edi- 


tor, gave notice to the following effect: “One num- 
ber more will complete the eighth volume of the Her- 
ald, which has now been published in nine years... . 
know conclude, after the next number, to drop the 
publication forever, unless those who are indebted pay 
before the time of publishing the first number of 
Volume ninth.” In the October number (1817) of the 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, (now a bi-monthly), Mr. 
Smith published three articles called “Farewells.” This 
was the last number of the paper issued by Elias 
Smith. He gave notice that “this number closes the 
volume” and “no more are to be printed by me.” He 
stated that “Robert Foster, of Portsmouth, N. H., 
proposes to publish a work of this kind upon the same 
terms as this has been published, called The Christian 
Herald.” 

The first number of the Christian Herald bears the 
date of May, 1818 (seven or eight months after the 
publication of the Herald of Gospel Liberty was drop- 
ped), and it was issued monthly. It was in the form 
of a pamphlet or booklet containing twenty-four pages, 
the size of each being five by eight inches. In 1829 
the Christian Herald was published semi-monthly.. Not 
until 1839 did this magazine become a weekly paper, 
at which time the name was changed to The Christian 
Herald and Journal. 

The above facts, all taken from “The Centennial 
of Religious Journalism,” by J, Pressley Barrett, D.D., 
who is the present editor of the Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty, show conclusively that Elias Sinith abandoned 
the publication of his paper from October, 1815, to 
August, 1816, and that he finally abandoned the proj- 
ect in October, 1817. It is true that Mr. Smith gave 
notice that Robert Foster would-publish “a work of 
this kind* upon the same terms as this has been pub- 
lished, called the Christian Herald”; but there was_no 
claim made in the paper at the time that Robert Foster 
claimed or desired to claim: to be continuing the Her- 
ald of Gospel Liberty. Dr. Barrett says in his book 
on “The Centennial of Religious Journalism,” page 54: 
“Tt was a matter of policy not to say anything about 
the connection of the Christian Herald with the Her- 
al ‘of Gospel Liberty. Later, when Elias Smith was 
being fellowshiped by some of the Christian ministers, 
Robert Foster acknowledged that his paper was the 
successor of Smith’s paper.” Mr. Smith himself does 
not assert that he sold or transferred, or intended to 
perpetuate his paper in, the Christian Herald. On the 
other hand; as “a matter: of policy,’ it was deemed 
best not to claim connection of the one paper with 
the other? 

The claim of the Christian’ Observer is that it is 
the oldest religious weekly newspaper in the world 
that has had a continuous publication. So far as we 
have been able to trace the facts, there has been an 
unbroken succession as a weekly religious newspaper 
from The Religious Remembrancer, first issued Sep- 
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tember 4, 1813, through a century down to the pres- 
ent centennial number of the Christian Observer. The 
only breaks in the weekly publication of this paper 
were due to a delay of one week, when Rev. Amasa 
Converse removed from Richmond to Philadelphia in 
1839, but there was no intentional break in the pub- 
lication; and the other breaks were at the beginning 
and at the close of the Civil War. In the first case 
the paper was suppressed in Philadelphia by order of 
President Lincoln, but appeared three weeks later in 
Richmond. In the latter case when Richmond was 
burned, it was physically impossible to issue the paper 
for some weeks. But there was no break in the con- 
tinuity of its publication. 


x 


The Holy Spirit’s Prayer for 
Our Lord’s Return 


‘The Sunday School Times is very welcome in our 
home. We think so much of it that we see that it ar- 
rives in the homes of all our six children, This has been 
true for a good many years. 

I always read with deep interest anything that comes 
from the pen of Mr. Panton, and I am very greatly in- 
terested in his article in your columns on the Lord’s 
Return. However, I must ask you a question. The 
very first sentences have reference to the closing words 
of the Book of Revelation. Mr. Panton holds that this 
word, “The Spirit and the bride say, Come,” is an ap- 
peal for the return of our Lord. Is that correct exegesis? 
Is not that whole paragraph an appeal for men to come 
to Jesus Christ? At any rate, this has been my under- 
standing for a good many years. 

If I am wrong I should be very glad to have it 
pointed out. It has always seemed to me that the 
Spirit, and the bride, and him that heareth, and him 
that is athirst, and whosoever will, all have reference 
to the taking of the Water of Life—A New York Reader, 


The editorial by D. M. Panton, of England, was 
entitled “Prayer for the Lord’s Return,” and was pub- 
lished in The Sunday School Times of April 17, 1926. 
It was a searching and unusyal study, setting forth 
the Scriptural prayers of the Holy Spirit, the Sav- 
iour, the apostles, and the apostolic Church, for the 
return or Second Coming of Christ to this earth. The 
opening sentences, about which this reader inquires, 
were as follows: 


First we learn what is the mind of the Holy Ghost. 
“The Spirit and the bride say, Come” (Rev. 22:17). It 
is (as far as I know) the only recorded prayer of the 
Holy Ghost: He who prays “with .groanings which 
cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8 : 26). When they are uttered, 
their summary is COME. The significance of this is 
extraordinary. The Spirit has a myriad ways of af- 
fecting the world for good, yet his prayer is, Come; he 
knows perfectly all evolution, all progress, all revival, 
all Gospel advance, yet his prayer is, Come; he knows 
the inexhaustible resources, the unrevealed powers, the 
most secret plans of God, yet his prayer is, Come. , The 
Holy Ghost knows no solution to the problem of the 
universe except the Second Advent of Christ; and it is 
his own supreme prayer; thus the fuller we are of. the 
Spirit of God, the surer we are to pray His prayer. 


The passage in Revelation to which this refers is 
as follows: 


And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely (Rev. 22: 17). } 


Doubtless many beside the New York reader: have 
taken it for granted that the appeal “Come” from “the 
Spirit and the bride” in that verse was an appeal to 
the unsaved to come to Christ. The reader’s ques- 
tion, therefore, bas been referred to Mr. Panton him- 
self, and his reply is valuable,—to The Sunday 
School Times, it is convincing. He writes: 


That the “Come” (Rev. 22:17) is addressed to Christ 
seems grammatically obvious. It is, in the Greek, “Come 
thou”; therefore the person must have been previously 
named: “whosoever will, let him come” introduces an- 
other person altogether, who is not directly addressed. 
Three times the Lord announces His coming in the little 
Epilogue; and three responses are made—by (1) the 
Spirit, (2) the Bride, and (3) “him that heareth”— 
which doubtless includes godly Jews in the Tribulation. 
It seems to me very lovely that our last cry is to. be 
twofold — heavenward, Come! and earthward, Come! the 
Gospel and advent cries blended in the Church’s last 
breath on earth, 


In some prayers we may properly say “If it is thy 
wi'l.’ But the prayer for the Lord’s return ts the 
will of God, pod a is the prayer above all others. that 
we should be lifting with- Spirit-filled and thankful 
hearts today. Surely his return must be very near! 
This year 1927 is pregnant and ominous with signs 
of men’s self-destruction and the revealing of “that 
man of sin... the son of perdition; who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called God,' or 
that is worshipped ... For the mystery of iniquity 
doth already work: only he who now letteth [hin- 
dereth] will let [hinder], until he be taken out of,;the 
way. ‘And then shall that Wicked be revealed. whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his moath, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his comi 
(2 Thess. 2: 3-8). 
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Where ruin and desolation gave place to cleanliness and children’s merry voices 











Chang 


By Winifred Lechmere Clift 














HERE was great excitement throughout the city 
of Lungchow when General Chang began to 
build his wonderful new house with an upper 
story, a staircase, hardwood floors, lofty rooms, and 
tiled verandas. French workmen were summoned from 
Hanoi ‘in French Indo-China to direct operations. A 
wall high enough to- secure perfect seclusion sur- 
rounded the large garden-and tennis court. There 
was room for chickens and pigeons. and vegetables, 
as well as for flowers and green grass and shady 
flame-of-the-forest trees. There was a second roomy 
house behind, connected with the front building by an 
open veranda. 

At last the work was complete, and the family, or 
rather the clan, moved into their new home. But 
trouble threatened from the beginning. The General 
was brought home to die, and later on there came 
another tragedy. 

It was evening and supper was finished, but not one 
of the eight slave girls, who should be at work wash- 
ing rice is and chopsticks, had stirred a finger to 
do their evening tasks. There was much calling and 
shouting, but no reply; then followed an angry search 
for the culprits. When they could not be found, fear 
succeeded anger, and the town crier was sent out with 
his gong, calling, “Lost! Eight slave girls.” But 
still no trace could be discovered, until a few days 
later when eight little bodies were found floating dead 
on the great pond outside the garden wall. The girls 
had evidently run out together directly after supper, 
and deliberately thrown themselves into the water! 
To this day no one can tell you why they did it. “It 
was just the Devil,” said one old woman when I asked 
her the reason. 


An Unsuccessful Devil-Drive 


To the Chang family the house was doomed from 
that day forth. Ill luck dogged their footsteps; the 
hottse was haunted by eight spirits, so every one said, 
and they lived in terror of their lives. They called 
in the Taoist priests, who brought their brilliant robes, 
their gongs and drums and cymbals. Offerings were 
made in lavish profusion, and all the intricate cere- 
mony of Devil-driving was performed without the slight- 
est success. The whole place, said the family, was 
impossible to endure. So they left it and sought a 
small house outside its gates. : 

Black war days followed, and when the opposing 
army from Canton marched in, footsore. and fever- 
stricken after their terrible climb over the mountains, 
they seized the Chang residence among other big houses 
and yamens, and flung themselves down on the beauti- 
ful French tiles and the hardwood floors. They 
tethered their horses in the reception rooms; they 
cooked their food om the verandas; they tore down 
windows and doors and shutters and even ceilings, and 
chopped them up for firewood. They destroyed every- 
thing destructible, and before they left, they: possessed 
themselves of every piece of piping and metal that 
they could dislodge from this well-built house. They 
finished up by removing the up-to-date machinery 
above the well, and by choking up.the well itself with 
all sorts of rubbish. 

So the house and garden were left silent and empty 
—a forlorn wreck, until one day there came two mis- 
sionary women, who were not afraid of ghosts or of 
evil spirits. They secured the lease of the place for 
ten years, and set to work to clean it up, with the 
help of two Chinese Christian servants. One of the 
rooms upstairs had been used as a stable, and manure 
must be removed from between the floor boards. 
Windows must be glazed, and the two women put in 
panes of glass with their own hands. They repaired 
enough rooms to live in, and for a time did good work 
as evangelists in the city. But one of them fell ill; 
and many things conspired to make it necessary for 
them to return to America. By the time they knew 
they must depart the house had assumed a very dif- 
ferent aspect. The rooms were fresh and homelike, 
white curtains hung at the windows. The central re- 
ception hall, with its black-wood chairs and framed 
panels of Chinese embroidery, was inviting to the Chi- 
nese guests. The garden with its fruit and flowers 
and vegetables was a pleasant place, and a contented 
pony and a brood of white hens occupied the stable 
and hen house. 

It seemed almost heart-breaking to the two to have 
to leave it all after their labor of love. If only they 
could pass it on to some children of God who would 
use it for his glory! They prayed for light, and light 
came. 


One hundred and eighty miles down the river from 
the city of Lungchow lies the city of Nanning. At the 
time when the conquering army marched into Lung- 





Only those who have seen with their own eyes 
the suffering and lawlessness that have existed, 
in recent years, in many parts of war-torn China, 
can comprehend the perils and dangers that have 
waited on every hand for missionaries of the 
cross and those committed to their care. But this 
story of China from within may help you to un- 
derstand better the China of today, and may stir 
you to thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness in 
protecting and safeguarding his own and to a 
greater prayer consecration for those who are 
proclaiming the whole Gospel on the far-flung 
missionary battle lines in Satan’s own dominions, 
such as the Land of the Dragon. 








chow and despoiled the House of Chang, in the city 
of Nanning there was also much ‘weeping and wailing 
for*the Canton troops had taken possession there, too, 
and the whole place swarmed with enemy soidiers, 
Outside the city walls, in the Mission, Hospital every 
available corner ‘was utilized by the English doctor 
for wounded soldiers who were carried in daily, Many 
were in a terrible condition, with wounds festering hor- 
ribly, and broken bones and shattered limbs untreated. 
All were clamoring for the. foreign doctor to have 
mercy. He did have mercy, and with his little staff 
of workers labored day and night to ease their suffer- 
ings and to save life. Even the garden had to be given 
up for the use of the wounded; the whole compound 
was crowded to its utmost capacity. 

In the center of that compound stands.a house which 
at that time sheltered a big family of little girls, chil- 
dren who had been thrown away by their parents — 
some even taken by relatives from their mothers’ arms 
an hour or so after birth. Perhaps the fortune-teller 
had announced that the -child was born to bring ill 
luck to her father. Perhaps the father himself was 
a gambler and opium smoker and had no use for a 
girl, or maybe the tiny mortal had been born, as is 
sometimes the case, with one little pearl of a, tooth 
already in her mouth. That, of course, would, be 
fatal— she would in years to come be doomed to bite 
her parents to death. There was nothing to do but 
to throw her away! So the Mission had opened its 
doors to these little ones and the number of children 
had grown until the bungalow was full to overflowing. 
But the workers, who- loved them, felt worried and 
anxioys that these little tender hearts should be living 
in the midst of so‘much sadness and suffering. Little 
solemn faces looked on with awe and wonder as 
stretchers were carried past; and it was impossible 
to prevent the groans of the sufferers from reaching 
their ears. 


Peril After Peril 


A second war swept over the Province, and then a 

third. During the third war the children, from the 
eldest fourteen-year-old girl to the tiny babies, had to 
take refuge day and night beneath the floor of their 
bungalow home, while the bullets whistled above them, 
But at night, as was their custom, they gathered around 
in that dismal shelter and sang their evening hymn 
and knelt in prayer and repeated together their night 
verse: “Except the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain.” 
_ Last year a greater danger than war menaced the 
little flock. The Labor and ‘Student Unions urged on 
by Russian Bolshevists began their agitations. For- 
eigners were recalled to the coast. As they realized 
that their presence only aggravated the peril for the 
Chinese workers they must needs leave the children 
and the hospital in the hands of the Chinese’ Christians 
themselves. Two dangers threatened the little girls: 
one, that the Unions would fulfill their threat and 
scatter them where they chose; the other, that the 
heathen women around who had watched these merry 
little maidens growing up into bonny girls would be 
able to obtain possession of them from the Reds on 
the ground that they were really their own children. 
They had no proofs to show. They came to the hos- 
pital merely demanding possession of the children, who 
had been thrown out at birth and owed -their very life 
to the hospital workers. It was an hour, of dreadful 
peril, but gave the spirit of ,;wisdom to the Chinese 
workers and they were able to act so wisely and so 
cleverly that the whole mission was left in peace and 
not one child was molested. 

So, since the troubles began, the problem had pressed 
heavily. What should be done for the children? Some 
of them were very pale and delicate after the terrible 
experiences through which they had passed. There 
are no “problems” with our God, however, — the pity 





is that we do not oftener take our problems to him 
for his solution. 

At this very time, in Hong Kong, the two American 
missionaries were asking the Father in Heaven what 
they should do with their lease of the House of Chang 
in Lungchow. After much prayer they offered it to 
the B. C. M. S. as a home for the little foundling 
girls of Nanning. They were willing, at the same time, 
to sell all their furniture and fittings at a very mod- 
erate price, because they would be so glad to think that 
they had scrubbed those floors and made that garden 
and glazed those windows to shelter some of God's 
little ones. ‘The offer was gladly accepted; but, as 
usual in this turbulent land, some months must pass 
before it was possible to move such a big family. 

The storm clouds loomed blacker and blacker. Re- 
ports of the looting of mission premises came from 
different parts, and the Christians in Nanning prayed 
daily to God for protection for themselves and for 
the big empty house and garden at Lungchow, guarded 
only: by an old Chinese woman and a young coolie. 

In Lungchow itself there were riots and disturbances, 
but they did not come near the House of Chang. The 
neighbors watched and marveled. But it was more 
ihan the rioters they feared, 

“How is it,” they said to old Mrs, Three, “that you 
are not afraid of living there all alone with only the 
coolie to help you? We dare not live there because 
of the spirits that haunt it. 

“No, we are not afraid,” answered the dear old 
soul. “You see, Jesus takes care of us.” She did 
not laugh at the idea of the haunting spirits; she 
probably believes that they aré round about somewhere, 
but she did believe that her God was protecting her. 
But it was a lonely time of waiting, and’ the two faith- 
ful servants rejoiced greatly when they heard that 
the children were actually coming. 

Safely Over Foaming Rapids 

What a removal that was! Household. goods and 
garments, kitchen utensils and school books! It was 
the autumn season, too, when the river falls very low, 
and rapids are most difficult and dangerous toe nego- 
tiate. ‘Prayer was made without ceasing. of the 
church,” and unexpected and most unusual rain fell. 
The river rose to a good height; then the rain cleared 
off long enough for all the heavy baggage to be re- 
moved safe and dry onto the motor passenger boat, 
and the whole family with their beloved leader, Miss 
Lucas, was safely ensconced on a sheltered deck and 
ready: for the journey. 

Again, each night, there went up the evening hymn 
and prayer, and again the little voices repeated to- 
gether: “Except the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city 
[or the motor boat], the watchman waketh but in 
vain.” All the way up through pirate-infested dis- 
tricts and° over foaming rapids the boat. traveled in 
safety. One little lamb was gathered into the heavenly 
Home during that journey. A few short, sudden con- 
-vulsions, and all was over. “The first act on arriving 
at Lungchow must be. to make a little coffin. for the 
tiny body. But the Father’s tender care was over them 
all; and Miss Lucas just went steadily on from duty 
to duty, comforting, encouraging, reproving; exhort- 
ing, until order was evolved from the chaos. Beds 
were made up on the floor that first night, and packing 
cases were used for tables. 

The whole: family, charmed with. their new home, 
took courageyand set to work. Today, after several 
months, one would think they had been here for nfany 
months. Little pale faces have grown rosy and round. 
Little feet that had been so reluctant to learn to walk 
have started off on their, first expeditions alone, with- 
out even a friendly supporting hand: Merry voices 
ring out with fun and laughter. When the children 
gather in the garden in the evening it seems impos- 
sible to realize that they are in the very midst of a 
land full of war and strife, banditry and terror. The 
bell rings and they troop into the schoolroom, and 
before the little eyes close in prayer.the evening hymn 
is sung. The great walls that looked down on the 
tragedy of the eight little slave girls as they ran out 
to end their lives in the water’ look down now on 
these praying children, sleepy and happy after a day 
of wonderful new delights in the home that the Father 
in Heaven has given them, 

Little sleepy heads, it is almost time they were tucked 
up under the blankets, but there is just one more thing 
to do. With bowed heads and eyes closed they repeat 
their evening verse once more: “Except the Lord 
build the house, they labour in vain that build it: 
except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain.” 


Hone Konc, CHIna. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I always enjoy reading your an- 
swers to the questions of others and now have some ques- 
tions of my own. I de not dance, play cards, or attend 
movies because I do not think it is just right for Chris- 
tians to do these things. Yet I do not know of any 
other young people in this city, nor many older ones, who 
do not do one or more of these things. Among the older 
people who “see no harm in a quiet game of cards’’ are some 
fine Christian people, not just nominal Christians, but be- 
lieving, praying, Bible-reading Christians. Even the most 
sincere and earnest ones among our young people can 
often be found dancing at the Y. M. C, A. The thing that 
puzzles me is that either I am wrong in my ideas or they 
are, and they are a vast majority. Which of us is right? 


Please tell me your opinion of the following: 


1. Pageants in place of the Sunday evening preaching 
service. 

2. A moving picture on the life of Martin Luther in place 
of the evening service, 

3. A social before the young people’s service on Sunday 
evening, at which there is a program of good instrumental 
music, some singing of hymns, and then some refresh- 
ments. 

Your answers to these questions will be very helpful te 
me, and I sincerely thank you.—PUZZLED.. 


Y DEAR “PUZZLED” GIRL: Let us take up 

the first part of your letter. Yes, it is true that 
many are not living the lives we feel that the devoted, 
surrendered Christian-should live. Now to what con- 
clusion does that bring us? That therefore we should 
all follow the path of the worldly ones? Because 
the numbers are in the majority, shall we, like goats, 
follow in their train? I can hear you answer that 
you could not be willing to attach yourself to any 
such leadership. The Word of God comes out in no 
uncertain language and says: “They are not of the 
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world, even as I am not of the world” (John 17: 16). 
If others shall be led away, let the Lord see and know 
that he can depend on you. You know the road on 
which we travel is narrow, “and few there be that find 
it.” The broad road—the one we do not travel — 
Jeads to destruction, “and many there be which go in 
thereat” (Matt. 7: 13, 14). 

Don’t be deceived, —the world and Christ are not 
going the same way, and Christ never changes. The 
age may talk about progress as they please, but the 
road to Heaven is just as straight as it was when 
Christ was on earth, and he told us to take up our 
cross daily, and follow him. Do you think he would 
dance, go to movies, and follow the world as we know 
it today? Why, the very thought of it. makes us feel 
that we are not showing him the proper reverence, 
even in mentioning it, doesn’t it? Oh, let us give our 
Saviour a whole-hearted living, and free it from every 
thing that seems like Satan. Is it sacrifice to do this? 
It isn’t to me, for I want none of these things that 
lead to passion, selfishness, impurity in thoughts, and 
all the things that take the mind fromrthe lowly, pure, 
sacred, humble, adorable Christ. No, we do not want 
any of those things that separate us from him, even 
though we walk a lonely road here in this world! 

Now for the questions! And answers! .I shall 
answer them all together, For some years there has 
been a fomentation about attracting the young peo- 
ple, and attracting, too, the older folks to the church, 
Ail kinds of programs are presented, and sometimes 
the church is full, and sometimes it is filled with empty 
seats. The minds of men and women concoct new 
ideas to get the crowd to follow, and memory of how 
the church was built and upon what it stands seems 
to be forgotten. What a pity! There is nothing for 
the Church of the living tc offer but the blessed 
old Gospel, and wherever you hear it preached, you 
find people flocking. Not from man’s mind, I do not 
mean, but-under the Holy Spirit, and the truth as we 
know it in the Word. There is nothing that can take 
the place of the Gospel truth, and the responsibility 
of giving chaff to the souls who are not being sa 
because they, do not hear of the Way is tremendous. 

Now, take it upon your heart to pray for such a 
church with an earnestness that will bring conviction 
to the pastor, and cause him to preach, “Behold the 
Lamb of God!” May the dear Lord make you a bless- 
ing in these avenues of life where he has placed you, 
and cause you to be a great light for him, so that your 
life will speak for Christ in the darknéss round about 
you! 
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Could he turn to God without 
turning from idols? 


When An Actor Saw | 
That Christ Is Coming Again 


Told by Himself 
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Continuing from last week the story of his conversion from a stage career to a living faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, this former actor tells, in his fourth article in the series ‘‘ The Christian and the Theater,’’ how he 
came to see that Christ’s personal return to the earth is the only solution for the world’s problems. 


notion of all that his coming in would crowd out. 

And it was with no little dismay I gradually real- 
ized that, when the question of my salvation had been 
settled, the question of my life work had suddenly be- 
come unsettled. Unaccountably, the moment I began 
s lay plans for going back into the theater a conflict 
egan. 

At first I tried to persuade myself that it was wholly 
imaginary. I did not propose to forfeit my future on 
the stage to the hallucinations of a suddenly over-sen- 
sitive conscience. Surely, I argued, I could go back 
into the theater and live a Christian life. My testi- 
mony was needed there, and doubtless I should do a 
great amount of good, —so I reasoned. Bvt yy argu- 
ments were specious; I knew they were false even 
while I tried. hardest to believe them, 

For by this time I was far enough along in Chris- 
tian truth to recognize that the world and the things 
of the world are essentially antagonistic to God. The 
world itself, of course, refuses to believe this. It does 
not care to hear that it is even now a condemned thing, 
that sentence was finally passed upon it centuries ago 
when it crucified Jesus Christ. The world had killed 
good and righteous men before it murdered Christ. 
But homicide is a trivial offense compared with dei- 
cide; and it is of the crime of deicide that the world 
stands convicted. Christ was God incarnate. Evi- 
dently his claim to Deity was better understood by the 
Sanhedrin than by those today who try to deny that 
he ever made such a claim. But the world’s hatred of 
God was manifested long, long before Christ was cru- 
cified. What is the Bible but one sweeping testimony 
to the rebellion of the human heart against a loving 
God? And we Who are Christ’s, we who have believed 
on him and have confessed him before men, are priv- 


j RECEIVED Christ into my _ heart without any 


ileged to share that heritage of the world’s hatred 
which was his. Indeed, we cannot be faithful and 
true to him without sharing it! “If ye were of the 
world, the world would love its own: but because ye 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you,” said our Lord to 
his disciples. “Yea, and all that would live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,’ wrote Paul to 
Timothy. We Christians are to accept the place of 
rejection accorded our Lord, in this present age. This 
means a complete separation from the world-system 
organized, as it is, on thoroughly Satanic principles. 

Another great line of truth about this ‘time began 
to be blessed to my soul, and, as it became increasingly 
vital in my thinking, was ‘specially used by the Spirit 
of God to bring me to the place where I was willing 
to make full surrender of myself. ; 

In my pagan days, I had looked upon the Bible 
doctrine of Christ’s second coming as preposterous ; 
people who believed it, I thought, had just as much 
reason to’ believe that the moon is made of green cheese. 
But now I was even content to take my place with 
those people and be called a credulous fool myself, 
as I had called others. The more I read and studied 
the Word, the more the truth of the Lord’s: return 
became a tremendous reality to me. Clearly his com- 
ing back in power and glory to judge the nations and 
establish his righteous kingdom upon earth was: the 
only solution of the world’s problem. I had never 
been very optimistic about the future, had never seen 
good reason. to believe that man, left to himself, would 
not eventually wreck his own civilization. Even some 
of the scientists I had read admitted the possibility. 
So this notion was one of the few that I did net have 
to give up when I became a Christian. , The Bible 
certainly paints no picture of race-progress with a 

















































































APRIL 30, » 1927 


man-made millennium as its culmination. Instead; it 
describes in the world at large a steadily increasing 
unrest and turmoil, with the forces of evil more ‘and 
more in the ascendency as the age draws to a close; 
and in the professing church, cold formalism and wide- 
spread apostasy. Common observation was all 
needed, to see that this description accurately repre- 
sented present-day conditions. Add to‘ it, as I did, 
the stirring of Jewish national life in Palestine and 

movement toward a revived Roman Empire. in 
Europe, — two clearly predicted signs of the end time, 
—and what more does a Christian, with a Bible in 
his hand and a love for Christ in his heart, need‘ to 
owe him that “the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh” 

The Christian’s hope, however, is not properly the 
return of Christ that the whole world will see and 
tremble at; it is rather the secret phase of his com- 
ing, the phase that is best named by the Scriptural 
expression, “our hering together unto him” (2 
Thess. 2:1). It is evident from several Scriptures 
that this gathering together, or rapture of the saints, 
precedes by some years at least Christ’s visible return 
to earth. At any rate, when he returns we shall be 
with him (Col, 3:4). 

In the fourth chapter of 1 Thessalonians, the apos- 
tle Paul describes the rapture in some detail, an event 
which, when it takes place, as it may at any moment, 
will end this day of grace already nineteen centuries 
long. For the world it will usher in the awful period 
of tribulation that is to “come upon all the world, to 
try them that dwell upon the earth.” But for Chris- 
tians, born again and members of Christ’s body, it will 
be the glorious consummation of God’s redemptive 
work on their behalf. “Behold, now are we the sons 
of God,” says John to his fellow Christians, “and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is.” 

I have introduced this truth about the Lord’s return 
and about separation into the narrative of my own per- 
sonal experience for the reason that it belongs there. 
I cannot explain how I finally left the theater with- 
out referring to these great Biblical doctrines which, 
as they became real to me, were used by the Spirit 
of God to bring me into a place of separation from 
the world and its pursuits: The center of my affec- 
tions was gradually shifted from worldly things, my- 
self, my own ambitions, and all the other impedimenta 
of the old nature, to Christ himself. There is no 
beauty in the world like his! And yet at best we 
have but glimpsed it. What will it be when we know 
even as we are also known? when we see him face 
to face? And how soon this may be! For, “Surely,” 
he says, “I come quickly!” Do we look for him? 
Have we indeed, like those Thessalonian Christians, 
“turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven”? 

Satan, the “god of this age,” has many idol-shrmes 


‘in the world. The particular one at which I wor- 


shiped happened to be the theater. As the truth of 
separation and the nearness of the Lord’s return seized 
me, I saw the wild incongruity of the compromise I 
was proposing. And I asked myself, “Can one really 
turn to God without-turning from idols?” The an- 
swer was a very emphatic “No!” Had I, then, turned 
to God? was I truly saved? For I was still appar- 
ently much enamored of my idols. These questions 
troubled me greatly. -In despair I finally decided that 
if I could not give up the theater I would give up 
God! And that suggestion — so horrible, yet so char- 
acteristic of man’s black heart — was strangely enough 
the means of my deliverance! For, although since my 
conversion I had often considered, however unwillingly, 
giving up the theater, I had not once suggested the 
other alternative. The moment I did, I recoiled from 
it in horror. I discovered that I could not conceive 
of myself as being again “without God and without 
hope in the world.” Then, and not until then, I real- 
ized that even were I to return to the theater I never 
could be happy there. In all my longings theaterward 
after my conversion I had completely overlooked the 
fact that I was no longer the same person that had 
been on the stage before; my conversion had made 
me literally a different person. However much my old 
person clamored to return to the theater, the new per- 
son, growing stronger each day as I fed on the Word, 
refused to consent. I had no further difficulty then; 
the conflict was ended.. With a deep sense of shame 
that I had so long refused to surrender my worthless 
life to the God who in infinite mercy had redeemed it, I 
was able for the first time in my experience to say 
“Thy will be done, Lord”! 

Some time has passed since then. I look back on 
that long struggle now only to wonder at the insanity 
of self-will I displayed, and at God’s patience in bear- 
ing with me through it all. The stage, of course, has 
gone completely out of my life. Occasionally when 
I pass some theater, or see a play-review that men- 
tions the names of those I was once associated with, 
old memories revive. TI recall then that I too was 
once a part of that expensive pageant of color and 
fancy which, with its gaudy illusions and its wild pas- 
sions, is but an e¢xaggerated miniature of the world 
itself. By the grace of God I am no longer part of 
it. My loss is not felt,—it would not be even had 
I been a star of the first magnitude. The pageant 
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continues, no matter who drops out. But some day 


it must end. 


The curtain falls, the play is played: 

‘The Beggar packs beside the Beau; 
The Monarch troops, and troops the Maid; 
The Thunder huddles with the Snow. 
Where are the revellers high and low? 

The clashing swords? The lover’s call? 
The dancers gleaming row on row? 

Into the night go one and all. 


Prince, in one common overthrow 
The Hero tumbles with the Thrall: 

As dust that drives, as straws that blow, 
Into the night go one and all. 


“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever.” 

It is not for us, then, as Christians, to identify our- 
selves with this passing scene. We are in it, but not 
of it. Let us not forget that the world about us is 
the same world that crucified our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The theater is merely one of the toys with which that 
world amuses itself and strives to forget the hollow- | 
ness at its heart, its estrangement from God which 
is the death of the world. 

But when I characterize the theater as the world’s 
toy I have only begun to state the case against the 
theater. Let the Christian look at the stage from any 
one of half a dozen angles; he will discover, if he 
has eyes to see and does not wear rose-tinted glasses, 
that there is nothing to be said in its favor from the 
Christian viewpoint. Many Christians are strangely 
blind to the truth of separation and to the sin of 
world-conformity; they therefore sanction a moderate 
amount of theater-going— sometimes an immoderate 
amount. Usually they delude themselves with the no- 
tion that the theater is a means of moral and educa- 
tional uplift. How are people of this kind to be dealt 
with? I meet them wherever I go. Almost invariably 
they are surprised to learn, as they do if they ques- 
tion me, that I, a quondam actor, have very strong 
convictions about the inconsistency of Christians who 
patronize the theater. “But — but — but —” they stut- 
ter; and then I patiently (sometimes impatiently, I 
am afraid) listen to arguments whose only effect upon 
me is to suggest that the speaker either is afflicted with 
a high degree of moral astigmatism or is merely weak- 
minded. : 

Such people are to be dealt with sympathetically, 
of course. To begin with I try to ascertain 
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whether -they are really Christians. The mere fact 
that a person does or does not go to the 
theater. has nothing to do with the question of 
whether he is saved. But a saved person, who 
truly knows the Lord, has responsibilities that an un- 
saved person has not. The distinction is a vital one. 
It is worse than folly to ask anyone who is not really 
a Christian to give up theater-going and kindred forms 
of worldliness. The unbeliever, perhaps “religious,” 
with a desire to do something that will contribute to 
his own self-righteousness, gets the notion that by 
some such petty self-denial as is involved in giving 
up the theater he will become more pleasing to God. 
But anyone who fancies that mere abstention from 
this or that moral evil together with the practice of 
“kind acts” makes one a Christian has yet to learn 
what Christianity is. The igsue between the unbe- 
liever and God, strange as it may seem, has nothing to 
do with any other sin under heaven than the man’s 
criminal refusal to accept the Saviour whom God, in 
infinite mercy, has provided. 

But the situation is altogether different when tact- 
ful inquiry discloses that the person with whom I am 
talking is really a Christian, however worldly. For 
then I am privileged as a fellow-Christian to present 
the needed ‘truth of separation. If the authority of 
the Scriptures is admitted (as it will be by any true 
Christian), then the force of such passages as call 
for the Christian’s full surrender to Christ and sepa- 
ration from the world will be felt. There are, how- 
ever, Christians who will readily accept the truth of 
separation in theory but will not put it into practice; 
they are slow to make the application to their own 
hearts and: livés. These are the ones who imagine 
that the theater is an institution for harmless enter- 
tainment and moral uplift, who heartily endorse re- 
form measures and censorship committees and what- 
not as a means of improving the stage. Christians of 
this sort are simply ignorant of the actual facts; they 
are not informed, or else they are misinformed. 

I have, in my personal story in these articles, so 
far given merely one man’s experience. Much of this 
experience and the convictions growing out of it may 
be thought so peculiar to myself and so exceptional 
that my estimate of the theater will not be acceptable 
to some of my readers unless more evidence is brought 
forward in support of it. So I shall give, in the re- 
maining articles, testimonies of others in which the 
facts stated and the authorities quoted will be suffi- 
cient proof, by themselves and quite apart from my 
own testimony, that the theater and Christian play- 
going merit only the condemnation of every intelli- 
gent believer. 














Creating Interest in the Quarterly Review 


| A way of working for Review Sunday that is different and effective 
By a District of Columbia Sunday School Worker 
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Review Sunday, is always a problem for superintendents and teachers. If the lessons are reviewed from the 


platform by one individual, it is a problem to keep the school 
If the Review is conducted in classes the teachers’ problem is to get into the alloted time a sufficiently 
a hopeless confusion in the minds of the boys or girls. The 


lessons. 
clear idea of each lesson to prevent the whole bei 


quiet and interested long enough to cover the twelve 


writer of this article tells of a tested method that has all the elements of being thought-provoking, interesting and 

short enough not to be tedious. While it deals specifically with the review of the First Quarter’s lessons of 1927, 

the plan is one that-can be applied to any Quarter, and it is given sufficiently early to permit preparations for the 
coming Review Sunday, June 26. 


the District of Columbia. It was Sunday morn- 

ing, March 27. As the 270 members of the 
Adult Department and the eighty Intermediates en- 
tered the main room (a well-lighted room, 100 feet 
long by 4o feet wide), they found chairs for the or- 
chestra on the lower floor level, instead of in the 
usual place on the platform. Twenty-four chairs, 


A® was ready in this active Sunday-school in 


in two rows of twelve each, occupied the platform for . 


this occasion, and on the wall back of the chairs and 
above them hung a row of twelve large cards, in- 
scribed respectively as follows: 
FoLLow1nc CHRIST 
Livinc Like Curist 
READING THE Worp 
Prayinc Dairy 
OvERCOMING TEMPTATION 
A FaitHFuL STEWARD 
A Happy Home 
WorKING IN THE CHURCH 
WALKING IN THE Spirit 
SPREADING THE GOSPEL 
A Wortp Vision 
Joy 1n Heaven 


On the main floor, chairs for the fifteen classes had 
been grouped in a semi-circle around the platform and 
the eleven classes in the gallery had been brought 
close together, so as to be nearer the platform. The 
arrangement of the room itself aroused interest. Class- 





rooms and class-spaces were discarded for the day. 
This was Review Sunday, and the attention of the 
entire (main) school was centered on the platform. 

Promptly at 9.30, the superintendent announced the 
opening song: “Jesus Calls Us.” By 9.50 the pre- 
liminary service had been concluded and the whole 
school was standing for the next song. Quietly dur- 
ing the singing, a dozen of the younger scholars, one 
from each class, went to the platform and occupied 
the front row of chairs. Then came a dozen of the 
older scholars, including one or two teachers, — again 
one from each of the remaining classes,—and these 
occupied the back row of chairs. 

The song was finished. Everybody sat down. The 
a arose and said a few ‘words to this 
effect : 


“During the past Quarter, we have had an excellent 
series of studies on the Christian Life. The placards 
on the wall express the themes of the lessons. Note 
the rogression from left to right,—from ‘Follow- 
ing Christ’ to ‘Joy in Heaven.” The scholars on the 
platform have agreed to give us the gist of the lessons. 
The first one in the back row will give a one-minute 
talk on the first lesson, and the pupil directly in front 
of her will recite the Golden Text of that lesson. And 
so through the series. At the end of the sixth lesson, 
we will all rise and join in song No, 54. Then the 
second six lessons will be reviewed.” 

The scholars were well-prepared. Each one in the 
back row had memorized a one-minute talk and those 
in the front row had memorized the Golden Texts. 
Every one did admirably. The superintendent had 
little to say, after the Review got under way, and 
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the representatives from the various classes carried 
the Review through in an interesting-manner. As each 
speaker arose, the placard on the wall, pertaining to 
that lesson, appeared just above the speaker's head, 
thereby announcing his topic. The entire audience 
listened intently and seemed to appreciate the unique 
presentation. Altogether, fifteen members of female 
classes and nine members of male classes participated. 
By 10.20, or within a half hour after the superintend- 
ent’s explanatory remarks, the entire Review was fin- 
ished, It should be added that a brief opening prayer 
was Offered by the pastor’s wife and a closing prayer 
by the pastor, these two representing the Women’s 
Bible class and the Men’s Bible class, respectively, 

A little later in this service, the superintendent of 
the Intermediate classes, some of which are studying 
special graded lessons, conducted a five-minute review 
of that work, especially the memory verses. 

Two examples of the one-minute talks are here 
given. Each gives the gist of a lesson in sixty seconds: 


FoLLow1nG Curist 

Jesus has a rightful cleim on your heart and mine. He 
not only made us but came to this earth and died to save 
us. He has a right to say “Follow me,” and it is our 
duty,— yea, our privilege,—to follow. If we fail to do 
so, we are robbing Christ of that which belongs to him, for 
he purchased us from sin and from Satan by his own life 
blood. Do you remember in this first lesson of the Quarter 
how Christ called Peter and Andrew, James and John, and 
Levi, and they left all and followed him? There was no 
delay, no excuse, no argument. The Master stated his 
claim. They obeyed, and he made them fishers of men. 
Is there: anyone present who has failed to heed Jesus’ call 
and to follow him? 


WALKING IN THE SPIRIT 

Liberty does not mean license. Christian liberty gives 
me the right to consider the other fellow’s rights and to 
think of how I may help him. Being freed from the 
bondage of Satan, we should, by love, serve one another. 
That man is most free who is most subject to the will 
and law of God. God’s rule is a rule of love. Many persons 
hesitate to accept Christ as Saviour, because they fear 
they must give up too much. But, the only things he wants 
us to give up are those which make us slaves of sin and 
Satan. True freedom lies in Christ Jesus,» in him is the 
highest joy, the greatest peace, and eterhal life. A com- 
munity can be Christian only to the extent that individuals 
become Christ’s. 


The leader of this District of Columbia school tries 
to have a special program of .this kind, on at least 
two or three of the Review Sundays during the year. 
On June 27, 1926, he had fifteen or twenty pupils 
impersonate the leading characters in the lessons from 
Genesis. Effort was made to have pupils fit the char- 
acters as closely as possible, with respect to age, sex, 
and general appearance, though special costumes were 
not used. From Adam and Eve down through Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, including the 
wives of some of these men, the Review was quickly 
conducted. Each person spoke as if he or she were 
the Genesis character returned to life, and related 
very briefly the high points in the career of that char- 
acter. 

This superintendent admits that there are difficulties 
in such a quarterly Review conducted from the plat- 
form, but he believes that the advantages outweigh 
the difficulties. Summarized briefly, the main prob- 
lems are as follows: (1) reluctance of many pupils 
to participate in a public Review; (2) the difficulty 
of some persons hearing speakers from the platform, 
when the Review is given in a large room; (3) diffi- 


‘culty of keeping speakers within the time limit; (4) 


sudden inability of members to take part, because of 
illness or other good reason. On two occasions, it 
was necessary for the superintendent to step in at the 
last minute and take one of the parts. In the opinion 
of some, this form of Review has the great disad- 
vantage of benefiting, by actual participation, only a 
dozen or two dozen pupils; whereas, when the Re- 
view lesson is conducted in individual classes, the num- 
ber of participants may be ten times of twenty times 
as great. 

On the other hand, a general Review lesson from 
the platform has these advantages: (1) it is different, 
therefore, it creates interest throughout the entire 
school; (2) those who do participate probably re- 
member longer the thoughts and ideas which they 
expressed publicly, and so they receive a greater bene- 
fit; (3) it magnifies and emphasizes the importance 
of Review Sunday; (4) from a somewhat selfish 
standpoint, perhaps, it gives the teachers an occasional 
day of rest from the regular year in and year out, 
Sunday after Sunday, teaching of the Word. The re- 
sponsibility for these general Reviews is shouldered by 
the superintendent. In the case of this last Review, he 
actually wrote the talks on the lessons, so as to be 
sure none would take more than a minute. 


Wasarncron, D. C. 
ne 


A series of articles in booklet form on “How Wa 
Won and Held a Large Attendance,” including the 
prize winning article of a Sunday School Times con- 
test will be found most helpful by all Sunday-school 
workers (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 25 cents, postage 2 cents). 
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LESSON 7. MAY 15. PETER AT PENTECOST 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 2 







APRIL 30, 1927 











Golden Text.—Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins 3 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.— Acts 2 : 38 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Verse by Verse 


CTS 2:1.—Pentecost. This word is the Greek 
for “fifty.” This festival is frequently termed 
the Feast of Weeks in the Old Testament. It was 

held on the fiftieth day after the Passover (Lev. 23: 
15). Note the two wave-loaves (Lev. 23:17) typify- 
ing the Church as collectively offered up to God, They 
are still termed “the firstfruits’ which word is also 
applied to the wave sheaf (Lev. 23:10) which is typi- 
cal of the Lord Jesus Christ. Among the later Jews 
Pentecost was also regarded as the anniversary of the 
giving of the Law from Sinai. This was apparently 
grounded upon a comparison of Exodus 12:2 and 19: 
1. But this is a very uncertain inference. 

All together, Not merely the apostles, but the dis- 
ciples generally. They were probably gathered for 
an early morning prayer-meeting. 

Verse 2—Wéind. Note the three symbols of the 
Holy Spirit in this chapter. The wind, or breath (v. 
2), the fire (v. 3), the water (v. 17). A fourth 
symbol is the anointing oil (1 John 2:20). Wind is 
air in motion. Spirit is breath, the air in motion from 
the lungs. The symbol suggests the highest. work of 
= Spirit, the impartation of a new and supernatural 
ife. 

The wind manifested the gift to their sense of 
hearing as the fire did to their sense of sight. 

The house. Not the temple, as has been suggested, 
but probably the house of Mark’s father, where the 
last Supper had taken place and where the Lord had 
appeared to his disciples on Easter Day. 

Verse 3.—As of fire. In appearance only, not in 
heat or other physical manifestation. There is no 
doubt an intentional connection between the tongues 
in this verse and in the following. 

Verse 4.—Began to speak. (1) Probably the speech 
was not understood by the speakers themselves, Peter 
makes no allusion to what they had uttered. The 
hearers alone refer to the utterers having declared 
the mighty works of God. (2) The utterances were 
in foreign languages. (3) There is no promise that 
such a miraculous gift of preaching in foreign tongues 
would become a permanent enduement. (4) This mir- 
aculous manifestation was for a sign, not to believers 
but to those that believe not (1 Cor. 14:22). Putting 
these considerations together we may infer that the 
sign on this occasion was identical with that referred 
to in 1 Corinthians 14. 

Verse 6.—This sound, that is, the sound of the 
mighty wind. Not the speaking with ‘tongues, or the 
report of what had happened. Confounded.—Contrast 
Genesis 11:9. 

Verse 9.—The catalogue proceeds from the north- 
east to the west and the south. It follows the order 
of the three great dispersions of the Jews, —Chaldean, 
Assyrian, and Egyptian, 

Verse 12—Amased. Amazement and amusement 
went side by side as they ever do. The sound ar- 
rested men’s attention. Now it remains to be seen 
what will be the individual response to the news for 
which attention has been thus bespoken. 

Verse 14.—Peter .. . spake. No conversions are re- 
corded as having taken place by reason of the sound. 
It is the teaching and explanation that follows that 
is the means the Spirit uses to save souls. 

Verse 17.—Peter begins by relating their new ex- 
perience to the Old Testament. nd for a right un- 
derstanding of any fresh movement of the Spirit that 
is important. Failure to observe this law has been 
the rock on which so many movements that at first 
seemed to be of the Spirit have made shinwreck. 

Verse 22.—Jesus of Nasareth. After setting the 
events of that-morning in their right relation to the 
Old Testament, Peter proceeds to show what they 
mean in relation to the Lord Jesus Christ. This in- 
troduces us to the great theme of the apostolic preach- 
ing. “The Gospel consisted of two elements, a testi- 
mony to external facts which fell within the region 
of the senses, and testimony of the virtue of these 
facts in the predestined government of God and. of 
the consequences of them in the spiritual history of 
men” (Bernard in “Progress of Doctrine,” pp. 97, 98). 

Verse 23.—Determinate counsel and foreknowledge. 
The counsel is God’s eternal plan by which he marked 
out what should be done in order righteously to make 

sible man’s salvation. “Determinate,” like the 
reek word which it translatés, means having its 
boundaries marked out. “Foreknowledge” speaks of 
God's omniscience by which every part of the plan was 
foreseen and unforgotten by him. Ye... did crucify. 





Seen am 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 2: 5-r1. 
Primary Topic: Peter Preaches About Jesus. 
Lesson Material: Acts 2. 
Memory Verse: Preach the gospel to the whole creatios.— 
Mark 16: 15. 
Junior Topic : The Gift of Power. 
Lesson Material; Acts 2. 
, eh te < 1:8. 
Intermediate jot Togic: Peter at Pentecost. 
Topic for Young People Sod Adults: The Source of Spiritual 


Power. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 12-14, 32-41 
12 And they were all amazed, and were perplexed, saying 
one to another, What meaneth this? 13 But others mock- 

ing said, They are filled with new wine. 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice, and spake forth unto them, saying, Ye men of 
Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known 
unto you, and give ear unto my words. 

32 This Jesus did God raise up, 1 whereof we all are wit- 
nesses. 33 Being therefore 2 by the right hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, he hath poured forth this, which ye see and 
hear. 34 For David ascended not into the heavens: but 
he saith himself, 


The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 


35 Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet. 

36 Let ®all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, 
that God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom ye crucified. 

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in. their 
heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
Brethren, what shall we do? 38 And Peter said unto them, 
Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For to you is 
the promise, and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him. 
4 And with many other words he testified, and exhorted 
them, saying, Save yourselves from this crooked generation, 
41 They then ‘that received his word were baptized: and 
there were added unto them in that day about three thou- 
cand souls. 


20Or, of whom. *%Or, at. %Or, every house. ‘*Or, 
having received. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








The human responsibility was the same although God 
permitted the deed. This principle similarly applies 
te every sinful act of men. In the crucifixion of the 
Lord Jesus, God was using sin to destroy sin. Lawless 
men. The Roman soldiers. Outside the pale of the 
Mosaic law. 

Verse 24.—Pangs of death,—the pangs that precede 
and accompany death, especiaily a death by violence. 
These pangs were not loosed, the sufferer was not 
delivered. The explanation of the word is probably 
to be found in the fact that Peter would use the ordi- 
nary Hebrew word for “nets” and “bonds” (Psa. 18: 
5). This is translated in the Septuagint version by 
the Greek word which means pangs. 

Verse 25.—Note how the Holy Spirit enables Peter 
to understand the real meaning of the Old Testament. 
It became luminous in the light of the resurrection, 
David saith. Intimations of resurrection are to be 
found even in the Old Testament, though they seem 
never to have been understood until after the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. 

Verse 31.—Foresceing distinctly asserts the prophetic 
consciousness of David in the composition of these 
Psaims. But it was not necessarily distinct knowl- 
edge of the events that he foretold, but only a con- 
scious reference in his mind to the great promises of 
the covenant. He was guided by the Holy Spirit thus 
to say things pregnant with meaning, not to himself, 
but to us. See Peter’s own explanation of this (1 
Pet. 1: 10-12). 


Verse 32—W’e all are witnesses. If this declaration 
had been false it would have been easy for the authori- 
ties to produce the body of Jesus. The witness was 
borne only seven weeks after the event, and in the 
very place where it had happened. This was one of 
the reasons why the apostles were commanded to begin 
at Jerusalem, 

Verse 36.—God hath made. The crowd’s verdict 
was “Crucify him.” God’s verdict was to crown him. 

Verse 37.—Pricked. The Latin word compunction 
is an exact rendering of the Greek noun. 


Verse 38—Repent. The aorist tense is employed. 
It denotes a definite sudden act. Contrast the use of 
the present tense in Matthew 3:2; 4:17. The word 
“repent” means to change one’s mind. They had 
thought of the Lord Jesus as a blasphemous impostor. 


They were now to be baptized in his name and look 
for the remission of sins through him. It was a 
violent change. The miserable absurdity of translating 
“repent” by “doing penance” is well exposed by this 
passage where the internal change of heart and pur- 
pose is insisted upon. Be baptised. Before there had 
been a baptism of repentance (Luke 3:3). Now we 
have the important addition “in ‘the name,” indicating 
the candidate’s experience of and entering upon all 
that the name of Jesus implies. See A. T. Robertson’s 
note in “The Minister‘and His Greek New Testament,” 
page 52. (May be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., $1.75, postage 15 cents.) 

Verse 39.—To0 your children. The earliest refer 
ence to the. children of Christian parents. It is en- 
couraging for us to observe that even on the Day of 
Pentecost the children are thought of. 

Also note the conjunction of God’s act here with 
man’s act in verse 41,— “they then that received 
his word,” 

Verse 41.—Were baptized. Note the immediacy of 
the rite. Apparently there was no attempt at any fur- 
ther instruction in “doctrine, If the 3,000 were willing 
to take the step the apostles were willing to receive 
them then and there. The teaching foliowed. 


A Lesson Outline 
1, The starting place of Pentecost. 
(1) Christian character. ~ 
(2) Christian efficiency, 
(3) Christian usefulness. 
2. Pentecost a fact — historically, 
“3. Pentecost an effect — personally, 
Golden Topics 


1. Having the Spirit is not the same as being filled 
with the Spirit. Every Christian has the Holy Spirit 
(Rom, 8:9). Not every Christian has been filled. 
It is a definite command that we should be filled with 
the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). 

2. To be filled with the Spirit means (1) A char- 
acter conformed to Christ’s (cf, the fruit of the Spirit 
— Gal. 5:22, 23). (2) Power for service as here. 

3. We shall be filled with- the Spirit as soon as we 
have glorified the Lord Jesus in our hearts and eres 
(John 7:39). We do this by giving him the rightf 
place as Lord (Acts 2: 36). 


The Practical Aim 


To lead the pupils into the fullness of blessing, 
the victorious life. The ideal set before us in the 
confirmation prayer in the Book of Common Prayer. 
“Defend, O rd, this thy Child with thy heavenly 
grace; that he may continue thine for ever; and daily 
increase in thy Holy Spirit more and more, until he 
come unto thy everlasting kingdom.” 

TunsrivceE WELLS, ENG. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff;—Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 

Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 

tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 

bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 

N WHAT incident between this lesson and last was Peter 

prominent? 

2. With. which preceding verses may the first one in Acts 
2 be directly connected? 

3. Whence came the multitude who heard Peter’s Pente<« 
costal sermon? 

4. What three great promises to Peter were fulfilled 
in this week’s. lesson? 

s. Was Peter the recipient of the Pentecost baptism more 
than the other disciples? 

6. What led Peter to assume to speak for the rest of 
the apostles? 

7. What was the subject of Peter’s sermon? 

8. What entirely unexpected trait is noticeable in Peter’é 
sermon? 

9. Can you sum up Peter’s Pentecostal sermon in a word 
—its central theme and appeal? 

10. People sometimes profess faith: in Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, but object to joining the church. What in Peter’s 
sermon answers this? 

11, Name two other passages in the same chapter an? 
swering the same objection. 

12. What was the most remarkable thing about Peter's 
sermon? ; 

13. How did Peter use his opportunity of speaking to bring 
repentance to those who heard? 
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~ Lesson for May 15 


Acts a 


14. Where in Peter’s sermon did he acknowledge Jesus 
as the whole source of the wonders shown on the day of 
Pentecost? 


x5. What had Peter and the other disciples done to be- 


- come the channels of the marvelous power of the Spirit? 


16. What great fact do we learn from the life of Peter? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 


THE PRINCIPLE OF ANALYsIs.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson into its elements. 


| yn ee! has once more become the center of apos- 
tolic activity. The Lord has ascended, and his lit- 
tle flock are left to wait for the promised gift of the 
Spirit. Peter, in the midst of that waiting, suggests 
the filling of the place of him who fell away com- 
pletely; and Matthias is chosen by lot. Were it not. 
ior this incident we should have no occasion to know 
that Peter was in any way singled out from the group 
who, obedient to the Lord’s command, were waiting 
and praying in Jerusalem. 

Then comes the Spirit’s outpouring, and we are 


‘no longer in doubt as to whether Peter is simply as- 


serting himself or whether he is impelled of’ the 
Higher Power. The charge of drunkenness is the oc- 
casion of. his thrusting forth as spokesman for the 
apostles, and here we may. with profit begin the analysis 
of Peter’s relation to Pentecost. Having shared with 
his fellow apostles the waiting, the prayer time; and 
the abundant stream of living spiritual power, he now 
stands forth as the champion of the cause~he had so 
grievously sinned against. He defends his comrades 
and himself from the charge of drunkenness; he ex- 
plains the coming of the Spirit as a fulfillment of 
prophecy; hé witnesses to the fact of the resurrection 
of the Lord; he relates. the coming of the Spirit to 
the acceptance in Heaven of the risen and ascended 
Lord; he charges’ his Jewish hearers with having cru- 
cified this One who was their Heaven-sent Messiah; 
he awakens such remorse of soul that his hearers cry 
out to him and his fellow apostles for a way of es- 
cape; he preaches to them repentance, baptism, the re- 
mission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost; and 
he and his fellows have the joy of baptizing three 
thousand in.a single day. . 

Truly Peter was in the Pentecost and the Pentecost 
was in him. Hitherto we had thought of him as the 
spokesman of the twelve. Henceforth he is rather the 
spokesman of that Spirit of God who came in rich en- 
duement as the gift of the risen Lord. 

Huntinopon, Pa, - 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


_Courage.—But ‘Peter, standing up with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice, and spake (v. 14). All of us who 
serve on “boards” or. “committees” or “groups” usually 
know who is going to do most of the talking. “Peter” 
is the name of him, and he is always in evidence. And 
to tell you the truth, the meetings would be pretty 
slow and poky affairs without him. There are never 
any strings to “Peter” and he is not afraid to go 
ahead. After a matter has been threshed out pretty 
well, it is'“Peter” who gets up and says, “Mr. Presi- 
dent, I move we go ahead at once with this enterprise. 
We'll get through somehow.” Over at Phoenixville 
some years ago when they were expanding and build- 
ing more and: more mills, the “Peter” was old Mr. 
Reeves himself. He said to his manager, Mr, John 
Griffen, who hesitated at the additional expense, “Jawn, 
we have swallowed the: dawg, and I guess we ‘can 
worry ‘down the tail.” And: they did—one of the 
féw* big concerns: that did not go under in the business 
depression, The disciples’ Leader had been killed, 
and the whole: company was to be hunted down. Yet 
Peter was not afraid to take up'the leadership. They 
did take» Peter later, sintending to kill him, but an 
angel delivered ‘him: (Acts 12:7). ‘It took great cour- 
age to assume: the leadership and brave the wrath of 
~ Zom Hill; The pack~had tasted blood. You can ac- 
count for the Peritecost Peter in only one way. He 
had firsthand: evidence; he was following no cunningly 
devised fable. When a man of strong charactet finds 
his feet planted solidly upon a truth, he is afraid of 
nothing. So right in the hostile town Peter starids be- 
fore the crowd and tells.the whole story. ° 


Insurance 'Policies.-For to you is the promise,.and 
“to your children... even as many as the Lord our 
God shali ¢all unto him (v. 30). “And to your. chil- 
dren” was the arrow shot by the orator that was ex- 
— to go: straight “home to the Hebrew heart. 
~Most.:men and women. live for their children. If 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. April 3—Peter Becomes a Disciple of Jesus 
‘ Mark ‘1 : 14-18, 29-31 
2. April 10.—Peter’s Lesson in Trust ...Matthew 14 : 22-33 
3 April 17.—Peter’s Great Confession ...Matthew 16 : 13-24 
4. April 24.—Peter at the Transfiguration 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 
5. May 1.—Peter’s Denial and Repentance 
Mark 14: 53,54, 66-71; Luke 22 : 61, 62 
6. May 8.—Peter and the Risen Lord, John 20 : 1-10; 21 : 1-23 
7. May 15.—Peter at Pentecost .......cescocseseseses- Acts 2 
8 May 22.—Peter Heals the Lame Man ..Acts 3:1 to 4:31 
g. May 29.—Peter Undaunted by Persecution ..Acts 5:17 44 
10. June 5.—Peter Preaching to Gentiles...... Acts 10 and 11 
11. June 12.—Peter Delivered from FPrison...... Acts 12: 1-17 
12, June 19,—Peter Teaches Good Citizenship. (Tem- 
perance Lesson.) ...scsecereeseees 1 Peter 2: 11-173 4: 1°§ 
13. June 26.—Review: Life and Letters of Peter 








they have no children of their own they turn to the 
children of brother or sister or relative. When you 
cannot touch a man or woman in any other way, “for 
the boy’s sake” or “for the. girl’s sake” will often 
fetch the answer. The ideal home is usually the one 
where the parents are “all wrapped up in the chil- 
dren.” The boys play ball and go fishing with dad 
and the girls chum with mother (2 Cor. 12:14; Psa, 
103:17). A young woman neigabor has just called 
in and ‘mentions “a wonderful family.” Says she, 
“There are eleven in the family and it is the happiest 
family I know anywhere.” “Yes,” I agreed. And the 
whole bunch of eleven are in the Sunday-school, — 
five Methodists and six Presbyterians. The children, 
all grown-ups, have never once dreamed of getting 
out of the Sunday-school, because father and mother 
are always there, Men carry insurance for the chil- 
dren. There is no better provision for the children 
than for father and mother to have a policy written 
in Heaven. There you get the best sort of endowment 
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policy, not only free from income,tax but free from 
all inheritance taxes. Have you ever stopped to think 
that nearly every successful man or woman began with 
godly parents and was all the time covered: by one of 
these policies we are taiking about? Blessed are you, 
my boy, if you are smart enough to understand! 


“Holding Out.”—There were added unto them in’ 
that day about three thousand souls (v. 41). We 
would consider it some revival with three thousand 
trail hitters in one day. We feel like asking the usual 
big revival question, “How many of them held out, 
do you suppose?” If we are to believe the records, 
all did not “stick” in the early church any more than 
all do now. It was Paul’s lament (2 Tim. 4:10). 
Also John’s (1 John 2:19). Billy Sunday is one 
present-day preacher whose results run into the thou- 
sands, and the sneer is often made, ““What becomes of 
the trail hitters?”’. The mere “trail hitter,” of course, 
disappears with the sawdust, but the thousands who 
are really “born again” go right on living the new 
life. Those cf us who have been through Billy Sun- 
day and similar “campaigns” can tell wonderful ‘stories ~ 
of folks who have been “added” and who have stayed 
“added up” as securely as a store bill figured on the 
adding machine. Every once in a while as we read 
an account of some great Christian. worker or Chris- 
tian giver like Henry Drummond and Henry Moore 
we see it stated, “He was converted in a Moody meet- 
ing in 1880.” A lot of us Coatesville folks, including 
yours truly, came into the church via a near-Moody 
meeting, and every one of us is still “sticking,” either 
down here or up yonder. The meetings were “Major 
Whittle meetings,” but Moody was also here. Here 
is a thing to be noticed: The fellow who strikes the 
trail and gets discouraged the first time he stubs his 
toe and goes back rarely goes all the way back.’ When 
a man comes only for a little while into the company 
of Christians he catches some of their gentleness and 
tenderness. Some one gave me a bottle of high grade 
perfume which contained lots of ambergriss. Those 
handkerchiefs never got over the association, and the 


. delicate perfume followed them to the rag hag. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 

















Illustrations on the Gift of the Holy Spirit 


The Illustration Round-Table for the current lesson, ‘‘ Peter at Pentecost’’ 














Do We Deserve the Same Compliment?—This 
Jesus did God raise up (v. 32). C. H. Spurgeon reck- 
oned as the highest compliment ever paid him the 
words of am open enemy who said: “Here is a man 
who. has not moved an inch forward in all his mimis- 
try, and at the close of the nineteenth century 1s 
teaching the theology of the first century, and is pro- 
claiming the doctrine of Nazareth and Jerusalem cur- 
rent eighteen hundred years ago.”—From. Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Why His Friend Could Not.—Having received of 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath 
poured forth this (v. 33). Dr. Fisher once wrote to 
his friend, Lord Eldon, asking him for a special favor. 
Lord Eldon answered: “Dear Fisher, I cannot today 
give you the preferment for which you ask. I remain 
your sincere friend, Eldon. Turn over.” Then on 
the other side he wrote, “I gave it to you yesterday.” 
Our heavenly Father similarly answers his children, 
We beg for blessings — peace, power, and’ plenty — 
which are ours already in Christ—From _ Christian 
Victory. Sent by J. A, Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


What the Cross Meant.—This Jesus whom ye cru- 
cified (v. 36). When Rabbi Duncan discoursed on 
the crucifixion with his students, he would rise from 
the professor’s chair and walk up and down the plat- 
form, saying words like these: “Ay, ay, d’ye know 
what it was—dying on the cross, forsaken by his 
Father. D’ye know what it was? What? It was 
damnation, and’ damnation taken lovingly.”—From the 
Expositor, Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


__ At the Hell Fire Club.—Now when they heard this, 
they were pricked in their heart (v. 37). There was 
one who went to hear Mr. Whitefield —a member of 
the “Hell Fire Club,” a desperate fellow. He stood up 
at the next meeting of his abominable associates, 

he delivered Mr. Whitefield’s sermon. with wonderful 
accuracy, imitating his very tone and manner. In the 
middle of his exhortation he converted himself, and 
came to a sudden pause, sat down brokenhearted, and 
confessed the power of the Gospel. That club was 
dissolved. That remarkable convert was Mr. Thorpe, 
of Bristol, whom God’ so greatly used afterward in 
the salvation of others. I would rather have you read 
the Bible to mock at it, than not read it at all.. 
would rather that you came to hear the Word of God 
out of hatred to it, than that you never came at all.— 
From C. H: Spurgéon’s sermon, “The Word a Sword.” 
Sent by Miss E. Edmunds, Tonbridge; Kent, Eng. 
Prise illustration. 





Get on Board.—What shall we do? ... Repent 
ye, and be baptized (vs. 37, 38—Golden Text). I 
believe that the Cunard Line of steamers is a good line, 
and that if I should get on board one of them next 
week, I should arrive in England \in ‘six or eight days. 
But if I did not get on board, I should not get there 
any more than one who did not believe so at all. God 
ofters Christ as the means to the eternal shore, but 
we must get on board to get there—From D. L. Moody, 
Sent by William D. Combs, Oneida, N. Y. 


It Was Too Real.—Repent ye (Golden Text). It 
is said that a farmer once called on an infidel neigh- 
bor and told him that he had just awakened to a 
sense of his sin, and wanted to restore him four sheep 
that ought to be in his neighbor’s pasture with the 
offspring of these sheep for the past four years. The 
infidel was much disturbed and said: “Go away; don’t 
bother me about the sheep; you are welcome to keep 
them. If you go on this way much longer I. will be- 
lieve there is something after all-in your religion. 
Keep the sheep, and don’t disturb my peace of mind.” 
This is the Gospel our conscienceless age needs,—Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Bunch of Keys.—Repent ye, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name. of Jesus Christ unto the 
remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit (Golden Text). Some years ago, 
in an evangelistic tour of the world, I was preaching 

‘close to the Manchurian border in Korea. I was 
preaching through an interpreter in a, Presbyterian 
church to one hundred and thirty Korean ministers, as 
fine a body of ministers as you would find in any for- 
eign field. They were sitting on the floor. I, was 
preaching on the baptism of the Holy Ghost, for his 
cleansing, -his keeping, and equipment for service. 
drew out of my pocket a bunch of keys on a ring. 
said, “Your part of the work is to surrender to,him. If 
you slip off one key from the ring of your will and 
slip it onto some sidétrack of selfishness, he will never 
come. But if you put all the keys on the ring, the 
keys to every department of your being, and give him 
the whole bunch of keys, he will come in. He will give 
power and assurance.” They had a song and prayer 
and pronounced the benediction. A young Korean 
preacher, with laughter and tears, walked down the 
center of the church. His whole face was covered with 
laughter, and tears streamed down his cheeks. He 
looked at me and said something in Korean. I did 
not know what he was saying, but I knew what he said. 
I turned to another and asked, “What is he saying?” 
“He says that while you were preaching he gave 





















































































280 


up the whole bunch of keys, and the Holy 
Ghost has come in.” Give him the whole 
bunch of keys, and he will come in and 
abide with power and make you witnesses 
unto him.—From The Alliance Weekly. 
Sent by Paul Kendall, Atlanta, Ga. 


“Too Muchee By and By.”—Repent 
+. . every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ (Golden Text). “What is 
your complaint against this young man, 
John?” asked the magistrate of the Chi- 
nese laundryman, who had summoned a 
young gentleman whose laundry bill was 
in arrears. “He too muchee by and by,” 
was the answer of the aggrieved Celes- 
tial, who evidently knew what ailed the 
young man, even if he could not express 
his views in the most classical English. 
There are other people who are troubled 
with the same complaint. People are 
likely to sing themselves into perdition 
with “the sweet by and by.” What is 
needed is the sweet now, which is the ac- 
cepted time and the day of salvation — 
From Little Christian. Sent by William 
D. Combs, Oneida, N. Y. 


Invisible.—And ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit (Golden Text). Dr. 
Alexander Maclaren says the reason that 
so few honestly seek the enduement of 
the Spirit is because “so few are willing 
to be made invisible by the investiture.” 
—From Presbyterian Record. Sent by 
Mrs. M. J. James, Toronto, Can. 


Their Inspector.—And ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Golden 
Text). The sole solvent of the industrial 
problem is grace. “There is a line of 
eight motor omnibusses,” says Mr. J. C. 
Williams, “running from various points 
in and around Swansea. Each omnibus 
has a conductor who was converted in 
the revival. That line has no inspectors, 
for, as one conductor said, ‘We carry 
our Inspector with us.’”—From The 
_ Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 

an. 


Being a Window.—The gift of the 
Holy Spirit (Golden Text). A little 
child, who had seen the wonderful cathe- 
dral windows of England with their 
saints in glorious color, described a saint 
as “a person who lets the light come 
through.” That is just what happens. 
The saint lets the light come through,— 
From Professor R, F. Jones, in “Finding 
the Trail of Life.’ Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


Who Won the Three Thousand?— 
There were added unto them in that day 
about three thousand souls (v. 41). What 
share in this harvest had Andrew who 
had led Peter to Jesus? An illiterate 
Swede, converted in Moody’s meetings 
was anxious to do something for Jesus. 
They strapped a notice of the meetings 
to his shoulders and bade him walk the 
streets. A traveling man reading the ad- 
vertisement attended the meetings and 
was conyerted. Later this traveling man 
dropped into the Bowery mission where 
he intercepted a young Jew whom he 
there led to Christ. “I am that Jew,” 
says Dr. Nathan, “and am now a mis- 
sionary in Africa, winning souls for 
Jesus. .. . Shall I receive all the reward for 
the souls won in Africa? How about the 
Swede who did what he could for Christ? 
Verily, he shall receive a large share 
of the reward because of the apparently 
insignificant but blessedly fruitful service 
which he rendered.”—From Moody Bible 
Institute Monthly. Sent by Beulah M. 
Bowden, Brodhead, Wis. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the assurance of thy for- 
giveness and of thy power in the way in 
which thou didst use Peter at Pentecost. 
Have we turned aside from thee, have we in 
any way denied thee in this past week? 
Forgive us, we pray thee. And empower 
each one of us who bears thy name to win 
others to thee, by word and by life. May 
we not wait for a better opportunity, but do 
what we can today. In thy dear name. 
Amen. 


After the L.ston.—Peter denying his 
Lord! Peter defending his Lord! What 





a contrast! And how wonderfully God 
uses anyone through whom his will can be 
freely done! Have you thought of the 
difficulties that faced Peter as he spoke 
the words we have been studying? Would 
you have supposed many would have been 
converted, — so. very many? But we for- 
get how wonderfully God can work, to 
win one or to win many, if he has serv- 
ants who will say what he wants them to 
say, and do what he wants them to do. 
Are you like Peter before the crucifixion 
or like Peter at Pentecost in your faith- 
fulness? The Lord needs just such faith- 
filled and Spirit-filled servants as Peter 
today. Will you let him use you to the 
full extent of his will? Let us pray. 





Peter DEN Nowc His Lorp 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Fill Me, Holy Spirit, Fill Me,’ 
“Old-Time Power.” 

“Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide.” 
“Pentecostal Power.” 

“Sweet Hour of Prayer.” 

“Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 
“Love Divine.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“O All Ye Peoples” (141 : 1-3). 
Psalm 66: 1-4, 8, 9, 16-20. 
“The Sower” (261 :1-3). Psalm 126: 1-6. 
“Thine Awful Glory” (146 : 1-4). 
a Psalm 68:11, 18-20, 32-35. 
“Proclaim Ye His Glory” (273 : 1-3). 
Psalm 135 : 1-5. 
“His Glorious Name Confess” (271 :1, 2). 
Psalm 134: 1-3. 
“In His Service” (309: 1-3). Psalm 149: 1-4 
“The Story of Thy Love” (294:1, 2). 
Psalm 145 : 1-8. 


For Primary. Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


AB my lesson should be full of interest, 
for in it we find all the beautiful 
promises Jesus made to Peter fulfilled. 
Not long after Jesus had the talk with 
Peter by the side of the lake, he left the 
world, and went back to his Father. But 
before he left, he told his friends to 





wait a while in Jerusalem, as the Father 
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had a wonderful Gift for them. So they 
all met together in an upper room in 
Jerusaiem, and waited ten days. Then 
something very wonderful happened. The 
Spirit of Jesus came into their hearts, 
making them glad and strong and full 
of love, like Jesus. Now the first prom- 
ise to Peter had come true —he had be- 
come a rock. When the people saw how 
happy the disciples were and asked what 
it all meant, Peter, no Iq@nger ashamed 
and afraid, was glad to tell the great 
crowd of people about the Saviour, whom 
he had once denied. Three thousand peo- 
ple believed on Jesus that day, and were 
saved. So we see that the other promises 
had come true, too. Peter had “caught” 
a great-crowd of men. He had used the 
keys, and had opened the kingdom to let 
these people in. 

After the story, talk a little while with 
the chiidren about the lessons we have 
learned so far in the life of Peter. Help 
them to understand what Peter did and 
what Jesus did. First, Simon accepted 
his brother’s invitation to come to Jesus; 
then when the Master asked him, he left 
all and followed Jesus. - He made the 
great confession ‘that Jesus was the Son 
of the living God. When he sinned and 
denied his Lord, he was truly sorry, and 
afterward declared his love three times. 
Then he was among the people who 
waited for Jesus’ promise of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Jesus chose ‘Simon, promised him a new 
name, later promised to make him a fisher 
of men, and to give him the keys of. the 
kingdom. He prayed for Peter. When 
Peter failed and sinned, Jesus was still 
patient with him, and forgave him. Peter 
was made strong and steady only by the 
Spirit of Jesus coming into. his heart, 
and it’ was this same Spirit who gave 
him power to tell others about Jesus. 

Tell the little boys and girls that Jesus 
loves them, too, with the very same love. 
He wants to change their names, and to 
come into their hearts, and fill them with 
love and joy and peace. Will they come 
to him as Simon did long ago? If we 
could talk to Peter, he would tell us that 
he would always be thankful to his 
| sng Andrew for bringing him to 

esus. 

Sing “Since Jesus Came Into My 
Heart.” 


Curnton, S. C, 
se 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Little siips, 

Discussion: Let the fellows, with their 
Testaments or from memory, make com- 


parisons between the Peter of before 
and after the Ascension. 


Objective: Giving Jesus full control. 











AY, fellows, have you ever made a 

ship and fitted it with rudder and 
masts and sails, to set out upon its voy- 
age across the pond? There’s fun for 
you. We fellows used to have some great 
contests with our handmade sail boats; 
and to see a fleet of them, with sails 
spread, racing before the wind across 
that rippling sheet of water, with their 
owners romping up and down the minia- 
ture beach, shouting like Comanches, each 
waving arms and throwing sticks or 
stones in behind his ship to urge it for- 
ward to the opposite shore— Say! That 
was real excitement! 

Getting that ship started right was the 
main problem, Setting sail to catch the 
wind right, and fixing rudder to the 
proper angle for a true course — those 
adjustments meant much, No matter how 
skillfully a fellow had constructed his 
ship, it would get into trouble if sail 
and rudder did not catch wind and tide 
for power and direction. Ofttimes the 
little vessel would turn around and go in 
exactly the opposite directicn — some- 
times catch the wind wrong and capsize; 
but with long poles we coaxed and cor- 
rected until, like something human, they 
would “come to -their senses” and strike 
out for the goal. Once his racer fairly 
started, the ship owner would run around 
to the other side of the pond, hoping to 
receive his incoming boat first and claim 
the victory. 

Now, fellows, there’s Peter again. In 
today’s lesson we see Peter for the first 
time fairly going on the true course. Poor 
fellow, he made a number of false starts, 
his sails set wrong and his rudder loose. 
A splendid vessel — Peter — rugged and 
strong and a warm, loving heart, but the 
wrong adjustment. First place, Peter 
mistook his own enthusiasm for power 
(John 13: 37, 38). Jesus told Nicodemus, 
“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit” (John 3:8). Peter did not 
realize that he must set his sails for that 
mysterious power, or he would make no 
program. Peter actually “differed” with 
Jesus as to the course Jesus himself 
should take and was severely rebuked for 
it (Mark 8:31-33). Peter capsized 
(Mark 14: 66-72), and once he nearly 
sank beneath the waves (Matt. 14: 28- 


ris 

Yes, Peter was all but shipwrecked in 
getting started, but we now see him 
righted, with sails set and going strong, 
in the second chapter of Acts. Peter’s 
rudder is held by the Master Pilot, and 
the Power of the Spirit drives him for- 
ward to win. Peter realizes now that he 
is only the hull— “a broken and emptied 
vessel for the Master’s use made meet.” 
But he will go into port with a full cargo, 
There has already been much rejoicing on 
the celestial shore because of Peter. 
There will be yet more and_ more as the 
years of both Time and Eternity, like 
billows, roll upon the beach of Heaven. 
Is that not wonderful, fellows! Only 
the power of Christ can take fellows like 
Peter and you and me and convert us 
from our uselessness, even our wreckage, 
into real, worth while servants of the 
Kingt But we must let him have con- 
trol — absolute, complete control. 

Will you do that, fellows? 

Greenssoro, N. C, 


Is there the proper relationship be- 
tween-the homes and your Sunday- 
school? “The Sunday-school and the 
Home,” by Frank L. Brown, gives defi- 
nite plans for creating and sustaining 
that relationship. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 50 cents, post- 





age 5 cents.) 
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Lesson for May 15 
Acts 2 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Peter, the new man in Christ Jesus. 
2. Fully restored. 

3. In service. 











Lyin very young girls know the bit- 
4 terness of failure and the exceeding 
difficulty of going back to the old group 
among whom she failed and to the old 
task at which she failed. So your girls 
will have open hearts and minds toward 
Peter, after his failure, and will be quick 
to see the new man in the new situation, 
so with the old group and at the old 
task, 

First read to them the story of the 
second chapter of Acts; as Weymouth 
tells it, perhaps, to attract fresh atten- 
tion by the new wording. This version 
also clears away many unrecognized dif- 
culties in the very form of the Eliza- 
bethan English of the standard versions, 
all the more difficult to overcome because 
no agape by the young readers them- 
selves. 


I. After this reading see what charac- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





PETER AT PENTECOST 


oe 2 a @he 











teristics the girls can find in this new 
Peter, as they watch him in action. 

they catch the accustomed note of boast- 
ing? or self-pride? Do they observe any 
signs of cowardice as he faces that surg- 
ing multitude so ready to accuse these 
men of wrongdoing? Do they hear any 
fooiish, idle words of mere impulse — 


just to be saying something, as the old 


Simon Peter so often did? The striking 
thing about Peter in this scene is the ab- 
serice of his old characteristics, quite 
as much as the presence of certain new 
ones, never noted in him before. The 
secret of this change? The foundation 
of it was studied last week; the com- 
pletion, through the infilling of the Spirit, 
this week, 

2. What evidences of his restoration 
among his companions can your girls 
find here? They will quickly note that 
he is the unquestioned leader of the whole 
band, the chosen spokesman on this initial 
occasion of preaching their Saviour to 
the very men who had slain him. Peter 
not only stood up with the eleven, but he 
stood forth for the eleven, And that 
“eleven” were the yery same ones who 
knew so well his “disgraceful fall into 
dishonor but a few short weeks before. 
Their confidence in Peter was as great 
as his own had formerly been in himself ! 


3. But most interesting of all is to 
study the service Peter’is busy about, in 
this story. Preaching Christ, yes — but 
with what clearness and power! Com- 
pare his words to that great crowd with 
any others spoken by him before this 
time, and you must notice the marvelous 
change. He is indeed at an old task, for 
he had been before sent out to preach 
about his Master more than once during 
the days of his Master’s physical pres- 
ence on earth.» But never before had 
Peter preached like this! Hear his fear- 
less, direct approach to his listeners ; note 
his apt, keen quotations from the old 
Scriptures; his convincing reasoning; his 
brotherly spirit, yet his bold charge 
against his very hearers. But note most 
of all the result of his preaching, for “by 
their fruits ye shall know them” applies 
to sermons as well as to other human do- 
ings. Judged by this test Peter’s Pente- 
costal sermon was the most powerful one 
ever preached by mortal man— Simon 
Peter's! 

Why all this unbelievable change — un- 
believable, yet true, as so many other 
things are? See if the girls themselves 
cannot find that answer — in verses 4 and 
33. 

Home Study 


Read the first two chapters of Acts 
and mark carefully, in your Bible, every 
mention of (1) the Holy Spirit, and (2) 
of prayer. What do you begin to see 
about this book? 

Decatur, GA. 


© 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of May 8) 


1. Mary first at the tomb; Peter first in it. 
2. His rushing past John into the open tomb. 


3. The names of Jesus and two disciples — 
Peter and Mary. 


4. With thoughtful kindness. 


5. He sent him a special message by name, 
he apparently appeared to him individually 
(i Cor. 15:5), and he gave him the ‘spe- 
cial opportunity thrice to restate his love. 


6. Because of Peter’s thrice denying, he 
doubtless wished to save him from despair 
and save him to the strong service of witness- 
bearing, which came later. 

gy. That our Lord is not less tender toward 
us because he now walks no ‘longer as a hu- 
man being on earth but is “the Man in 
the glory.” . 

8. They must have heard the message from 
that Lord, sent through the angél and deliv- 
ered by the women—that Peter was in- 
cluded in the company who were bidden to 
meet Jesus after his resurrection (Mark 16: 
1-7). Then, too, they doubtless realized that 
their own attitude, John excepted, had not 
been that of unflinching loyalty and devo- 
tion. 

9. He testified steadily that -Jesus had 
truly risen, and had appeared to him, but 
he was completely reticent about what took 
place at that interview —his first réticence 
about anything! 
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10. Though Peter was not the first to know 
Jesus, that morning, he wanted to meet him 
first and alone, and did so (John 21:7), And 
he kept busy after the others had landed 
(counting the catch?) to avoid conversation 
a strange thing for Peter! 

11. By letting him tell three times of his 
love. 

12, “. . . Thou knowest ... thou knowest 

- thou knowest all things, thou knowest.” 
Confidence in self was fast waning. 

13. By a life of service. 

14. The last question concerning what John 
should do is an echo. of the “old man,” still 
interferring with the work of grace in Peter's 
heart (John a1: 21). 

15. Before the resurrection: Peter self-confi- 
dent, boasting, defeated, remorseful. After, 
Peter humbled, patient, triumphant, joyous. 

16. Quickening power, making dead things 
alive. 





| Children at Home 








Tropic Bird Learns to be Polite 
‘By: Josephine E. Toal 


ROPIC BIRD was angry. He ruf- 
fled up his gay feathers in a great pet. 
Here he had come all the way from 
Equator Land to attend the great North- 
ern Musical to be given in Maple Grove 
Hall that very day, only to’ be told by 
Ticket-Taker Woodpecker in the hole in 
the tree that all reserved seats were taken. 
“But there are other seats back by the 
door,” Mr. Woodpecker had explained. 

Tropic Bird tweaked his tail pettishly. 
“I am no common fellow,” he fussed, “I 
am a distinguished person, and I want 
the best seat in the hall. I am willing to 
pay any price for it.” 

“Sorry, sir, but I tell you they are all 
sold.” art 

Tropic Bird saw ‘by the firm set of 
Mr. Woodpecker’s bill that it would be 
of no use to argué. He was so angry 
he did not know what to do, for he 
thought his good looks ‘should get him 
anything. 

He had almost made uphis mind to go 
straight. back South when he saw the or- 
chestra entering. 

There was Johnnie June-Bug with his 
bass drum, and close behind came the 
Honey-Bee Brothers with the snare drums, 
and Blue-Bottle Fly with his horn. Bum- 
ble-Bee had his cello, Greenie Grasshop- 
per was first fiddler, and his cousin, Katy 
Did, second fiddler. Carl Cricket played 
the fife, and the famous Professor D. R. 
Dragonfly was leader of the orchestra. 
_ “It just makes me sick to think of miss- 
ing the great Wing Orchestra,” fretted 
Tropic Bird. 

_Just then Miss Goldfinch and Mr. Car- 
dinal Bird came mincing up. to the ticket 
office. Through: the open door, Tropic, 
Bird saw*them take 4 box seat right.down 
in front. Soon Miss*Blue Bird sand, Mr. 
Scarlet Tanager joined them. A family 
party of beautiful,.. brilliantly dressed 
Humming Birds had the box cpposite. 
Tropic Bird got more and more excited 
and unhappy. He flounced about and 
plumped square into R. B. Robin just 
coming up. 

“Pardon me, sir,” cried Tropic Bird 
bowing. very low, “have you a reserved 
seat for the Musical?” 

“T have,” replied R. B. 

“If you will sell it, I will gladly give 
you twice the price.” ; 

But Red Breast’s daughter was on the 
program and he wanted his good seat 
himself, oe 

Tropic Bird next stopped Mr, and Mrs. 
Wax Wing: Would they part with their 
reservéd seat? No, Mrs..Wax Wing’s 
eyes were not good, and she must sit 
near the front. an 

Tropic Bird tried others: Grandpa 
Grosbeak was a. bit deaf and must have 
a good place. Mother Mocking Bird was 
subject to neuralgia -and could not sit 
near the door. Tom Titmouse was re- 
porting for the Songster’s Sheet and must 
see and hear all. And.so it went. No one 
could help the stranger. 

He went off to sulk under a tansy tuft, 
grouchy as could be. There a plain bird, 
a very plain thing in a dark, dull dress, 
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found him. She soon heard his complaint. 
“Come with me,” she said kindly. 

At the door of Maple Grove Hall she 
whispered to young Black Bird with the 
shining green collar, “Give this visitor 
my seat.” : 

She was such a plain bird, such a very 
plain thing in a dark, dull dress, that 
Tropic Bird thought it hardly worth while 
to be polite. Without a word of thanks 
or even a smile, he rudely stepped in 
front of her and hurried away after the 
strutting usher to the very best seat in 
the hall. 

Right away handsome Jay Bluejay be- 
gan to call the program. 

_ The orchestra gave several fine selec- 
tions: “Robin A Dear,” “Old Black 
Crow,” “Listen to the Mocking Bird.” 
The Blackbird Chorus sang jazz, and 
were followed by a vocal quartet — O. 
Oriole, Sonny Song-Sparrow, Roberta 
Robin, and Thrilla Thrush, This number 
received great applause and the quartet 
had to sing again. 

There were duets by Ready Wren and 
Merry Meadowlark, solos by several: of 
the Canary family, selections by the 
Warblers’ Glee Club, and then Jay Blue- 
jay announced that he had a great disap- 
pointment for the audience, the biggest 
number on the program must be left out, 
for Miss Kitty Catbird, the famous singer, 
had failed to appear. Just then there was 
a little stir away back by the door, and 
a plain bird, a very plain thing in a dark, 
dull dress, stepped up the aisle. 

“Why was she down there, and who is 
the stranger sitting in her box?” twittered 
the birds, craning their necks to see as 
the great singer took her place on Plat- 
form Branch. 

No one but Tropic Bird understood 
why. Poor fellow, he was scarlet and 
green with shame as h@ sat there and 
listened to the wonderful voice of the 
plain bird, the very plain thing in a dull, 
dark dress, the famous Miss Kitty Cat- 
bird. He was ashamed that he had been 
so rude and ungrateful and had not 
thanked her for her great kindness to him, 
a stranger. 

As soon as the concert was over, with 
every one of his proud feathers drooping, 
Tropic Bird hurried to make humble apol- 


ogy. 

“Tie Catbird sweetly forgave him. She 
even presented him with her picture to 
carry back to Equator Land—the picture 
of a plain bird, a very plain thing in a 
dull, dark dress. 

And they do say that Tropic Bird was 
never again known to be rude to anyone, 


New Ricumonp, WIs. 
we 


Hungary is Hungry for the 
Sunday School 


ASTORS of the official churches in 

Hungary, who, for a long time, stood 
aloof from modern Sunday-school meth- 
ods, are now seeking help from John 
Victor, Secretary of the Hungary Sun- 
day School Union. Now the great diffi- 
culty is to obtain teachers adequately 
trained for thise work and teacher-train- 
ing classes are being formed. 

A sledge was taken from Vezseny to a 
sort of a colony where a new public 
school was recently built. Here Mr. Vic- 
tor had the opportunity of addressing 
first the children- and then the elders of 
the congregation and also a number of 
young girls who wished to become equip- 
ped to carry on Sunday-school work. 
After another long sledge drive there 
was a fine ‘meeting with children in an- 
other community, followed by a confer- 
ence with teachers. In the evening a 
large hall was crowded and Mr. Victor 
sought especially to show the parents 
their-responsibility for the Christian Edu- 
cation of their children and indicated the 
spécial service the Sunday-school could 
render them in this essential training. 

The ninth Swunday-school has . been 
opened in Kobanya.. Thirty attended the 
teacher-training class, Two lectures were 
given by Mr. Victor on the Old Testa- 
ment, two on the New Testament, four 
on the Life of Jesus, three on Child- 
Study, three on Methods of Teaching, two 
on Bible Geography, and two on Bible 
Archeology. 










































BOOKS to help you 








understand CHINA 








CHINA FROM WITHIN 


‘*Dr. Scott has not only journeyed 


Charles Ernest Scott 





over the greater part of China, in- 


cluding provinces seldom visited by aliens, but he has lived among the 


people, learning their real life. 


Teacher and administrator, his broad 


experience and his close and sympathetic study of present-day condi- 
tions, little understood by foreigners, renders his book as interesting 
and valuable to the general reader as to those concerned with the prob- 


lems of mission work.’’—Boston Evening Transcript. 


ANSWERED PRAYER IN CHINA 


Some prayer-experiences of present-day Chinese Christians. 


narrative by a veteran missionary, 


$2.00 
Charles Ernest Scott 
A vivid 
of ‘‘what God hath wrought’ in a 





hard field. A challenge and an encouragement to all Christians. $1.50 


HOW I KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER 


Rosalind Goforth 





Mrs. Goforth Anows because she has pfoved it—from guidance in the 
smallest details of life to deliverance in life and déath struggles in the 


Boxer rebellion. 
the life of George Mueller. 


DRAGON’S END 


An intimate and wonderful record reminding one of 


$1.25 


Josephine Hope Westervelt 





A thrilling story of pioneer mission work in one of the bandit-ridden 


sections of China. Of special interest to young people. 


CHINA CHATS 
Talks with children about ‘* Old 


$1.25 
F. F. Helmer 


China’s Young Folks.’’ Told in a 


lively, vivid style that will keep every one interested and absorbed. 


With 4o illustrations, 


PEARL’S SECRET 


$1.00 
Mrs. Howard Taylor 





A beautiful gift book for girls, giving the interesting story of the little 


daughter of a missionary in China. 


WITH P’U AND HIS BRIGANDS 


Illustrated. 75 cents 


Mrs. Howard Taylor 





The marvelous story of God’s dealings in the capture and release of 


Dr. and Mrs. Taylor from a band of murderous brigands. 


CHINA’S CHRISTIAN ARMY 


85 cents 
George T. B. Davis 





The director of the Million Testaments for China campaign, in inti- 
mate touch with General Feng for many months, here tells the inspir- 
ing story of China’s Christian General and his soldiers as he personally 


saw them in 1924. 


Paper, 75 cents, cloth, $1.25 


Please add 10 percent for postage 
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The Leaven 
of the 
Sadducees 


By Ernest Gordon 


A startling exposure of the inroads of 
Unitarianism among the Evangelical 
churches. Church leaders have betrayed 
their trusts! Many ministers preach 
Unitarianism and do not know it! This 
book will open their eyes to the danger, 
and correct their message. 


‘* By no means pleasant reading. . . but 
profitable."—Serving and Waiting. 


‘*A fearless book... not of mere state- 
ments, but of direct evidences, reports, 
and data, which for the average pastor 
are hard to find.” 

—Lutheran Theological Monthly 


$1.50, postage 12 cents 





Can 
We 
Believe? 


By Frank M. Goodchild 


A popular discussion of fundamental 
Christian truths. A frank facing of such 
questions as, Can we believe in God ? in 
the Bible ? in the Virgin Birth ? in Jesus 
as the Son of God ? in Miracles ? in the 
Atonement? in the Resurrection? ina 
Future Life? in Future Punishment ? 
and in our Lord’s Return? Valuable 
chapters on the Importance of Belief 
and the Almightiness of Faith. 


A book that will appeal to the thought- 
ful reader. Appropriate as a gift to 
young people. 


$1.50, postage 12 cents 


PLEASE SEND ORDERS TO 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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Spring Refreshing at 
America’s Keswick 


HAT could be more delightful and 
refreshing during these beautiful 
spring days than a week at ‘America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J.? If you 
have never seen nature awake from her 
long winter sleep and burst into leaf and 
flower, a vacation at Keswick during the 
early spring will be an experience never 
to be forgotten. 

Will you be one to share in this un- 
usual oppertunity for healthful rest and 
refreshment, and are you telling your 
friends and acquaintances about it? For 
information and reservations please ad- 
dress Addison C, Raws, Secretary, Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. 

It is not too early for many to begin 
to plan for the summer Victorious Life 
Conferences at Keswick. These are the 
coming conferences: 


Calendar of Conferences 
Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 


June 25 to July 3.—Student Conference. 
July 9-17.—Victorious~ Life Conference, 
July 23-31.— ~ Ze re 
Aug. 6-14.— be Ms 
Aug. .20-28.— ” = 


Meals and room for each of the above con- 
ference periods, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 
additional. 

All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80- 
82 Statford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street,‘ 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. 

Will you pass on the above information to 
those who may be interested in attending or 
praying for these conferences? Prayer is es- 
pecially asked that there shall be clearly pre- 
sented the all-sufficiency of the provision 
God has made in our Lord Jesus Christ for 
every need of those who believe, and that 
there shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helplessness and insufficiency of 
every one apart from Christ to live a life 
pleasing to God. 


An Evangelical League 
of Students 


S THE entire student world today sat- 

isfied to sit by while -so-called science 
and modern education tear to shreds their 
faith in God and his Word? One an- 
swer to this question is the League of 
Evangelical Students, of which Verner I. 
Olson of the Northern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Chicago, is president, and 
FE. Van Deusen of Princeton Theological 
Seminary is General Secretary. 

The League was formed by a small 
group of seminary students a little more 
than a year and a haf ago. A Sem- 
inaries Student Association had met for 
the purpose of discovering a common 
doctrinal basis on which various denomi- 
nations represented could unite. It was 
soon discovered that belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God could not 
be that basis, for the statement was made 
that Buddha was as much a saviour as 
Christ. Only three of the fourteen sem- 
inaries represented at this conference were 
offended by this denial of the Christian 
faith. One of the three, Princeton, voted 
to withdraw from the organization and, 
soon after, steps were taken to form a 
new association of theological seminaries 
upon the basis of fundamental Christian 
doctrines, known as the League of Evan- 
gelical Stutfents. 

The League has grown until at the 
present time it has branches in about forty 
theological seminaries, Bible schools, col- 
leges, and universities. 

But not only is the purpose of the 
League to stand as a united testimony to 
the fundamentals of the faith. It aims 
to confirm and strengthen the faith of 
its individual members. To this end a 
monthly publication, “The Evangelical 
Student,” is issued. It also aims to spread 
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interest them in becoming Gospel minis- 
ters. 

The objectives and doctrinal basis of the 
League are indicated from the Consti- 
tution: 

“Inasmuch as mutually exclusive con- 
ceptions of the nature of the Christian 
Religion exist in the world today, and 
particularly in Theological Seminaries 
and other institutions of higher learning; 
and since it is the duty of those who share 
and cherish the evangelical faith to wit- 
ness to it and to strive for its defence 
and propagation; and in view of the value 
for this end of common counsel, united 
effort, and Christian fellowship: We, 
the undersigned representatives of Stu- 
dents’ Associations in Theological Sem- 
inaries and Schools for the Training of 
Christian Workers, do hereby form a 
league organized upon the following prin- 
ciples : 

“The purpose of this League shall be 
to bear united witness to the faith of 
students in the whole Bible as the inspired 
Word of God; to endeavor to interest 
others in the work of the Gospel minis- 
try; to have fellowship with one another; 
and to meet in conference for the discus- 
sion of common problems, 

“Qualifications for membership in the 
League shall be faith in the Bible as the 
infallible Word of God, and acceptance 
of the fundamental truths of the Chris- 
tian religion, such as: the Trinity, the 
virgin birth of Christ, his divine and 
human nature, his substitutionary atone- 
ment, his resurrection from the dead, and 
his coming again.” 

The report, for 1926-1927, of the Cor- 
nell chapter of the League shows what 
work is being accomplished at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, N. Y. A number of 
students attend a Bible class every Mon- 
day evening, led by the pastor of the 
Lutheran church of Ithaca, one of the 
few churches in that locality where the 
true Gospel is still preached. Each week 
day, just before lunch, the group meets 
for a short prayer time. Every second 
Sunday in the month, a public meeting is 
held, to which are invited all students 
who can be interested. This meeting con- 
sists of singing, prayer, a Gospel message, 
and an after time of discussion. Sound 
missionaries and Bible teachers are occa- 
sionally asked to address this meeting. 
On the other Sunday afternoons of the 
month the group comes together in the 
afternoon for singing and fellowship, 

So far the League has had no overhead 
expenses. However, a traveling secretary 
who can also serve as a general secretary 
is needed, as well as funds to continue the 
publication of “The Evangelical Student.” 
Accordingly a maintaining membership 
has been provided for, composed of those 
who will put the League on their list of 
yearly benevolences. Five dollars a year 
is the unit for such membership. Those 
who contribute front $5 to $50 a year 
are known as general maintaining mem- 
bers, from $50 to $100 a year as special 
maintaining members, and the gift'of $100 
or more entitles the donor to life member- 
ship. 

Will you not pray for the League and 
its officers that they may be used of God 
to awaken the student life of America 
to a lively faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and in his Word? Will you not pray, 
also, that the needed funds may be sup- 
plied to maintain and enlarge the work? 

You may have a definite share in such 
an enlargement by bringing the League 
to the attention of your student friends 
and acquaintances. Today as never be- 
fore students from Christian homes, as 
well as those not so fortunate, need the 
help of a common fellowship with those 
who hold the saving Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to steady them through the 
spiritually trying days of college and uni- 
versity life. The epidemic of suicide 
among college students is only one of the 
evidences of this crying need, and you 
will be not only aiding the League but 
helping your student friends by letting 
them know of this fellowship. 

Gifts for the work may be sent to 
Harry R. Roach, Treasurer, Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J. 
For information as to membership and 
other details of the League please address 
E. Van Deusen, General Secretary, 
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‘Acts 2 


The Christian Life 
Literature Fund 


iS aioe a and friends of The Sunday 
School Times have doubtless been 

eatly blessed, at Victorious Life Con- 
ferences, either at: America’s Keswick or 
in Philadelphia or elsewhere, and at the 
recent Rader meetings in Philadelphia, 
by the literature tables at which could 
be purchased inspiring and instructive 
books and pamphlets true to the faith and 
the Word. Many, perhaps, have not real- 
ized that this blessed ministry’ of distrib- 
uting sound literature; although closely 
associated with the Victoriouse Life Tes- 
timony, yet is a separate and distinct 
work, known as the Christian Life Lit- 
erature Fund. 

The founder and present director of 
the work, Mr. Oliver R. Heinze, began 
this ministry, in’ 1913, as a result of a 
new and personal surrender to God. From 
the start all needs for operating and de- 
veloping the work have been laid before 
God in faith and prayer, and God in his 
faithfulness has put it in the hearts: of 
many ‘of his stewards to send in the nec- 
essary funds. Both Mr. Heinze and his 
efficient co-worker, Miss Agnes Magee, 
look to God constantly*to supply the needs 
for the work itself and for their own per- 
sonal needs as well. 

But not only does the Christian Life 
Literature Fund make -available sound 
books and pamphlets, Bibles, tracts, mot- 
toes, cards, and calendars at reasonable 
cost. A free» literature department is 
maintained whereby large. quantities of 
reading matter are sent to all parts of 
the world with great blessing to many. 

Mr. Heinze will be most grateful for 
your prayer partnership in this work, and 
if God should prompt you to have-a. more 
active part, gifts may’ be sent to Mr. 
Oliver R. Heinze at the Home Office and 
store. of the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, where of- 
fices are shared with the Victorious Life 
Testimony, and where Mr. Heinze and 
Miss Magee will be glad*to welcome you 
at any time and give you every assistance 
in selecting any books and pamphlets that 
you may desire. 


Che Sanday School Cimes 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico,* Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.c5 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses of 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
3631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting- 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 22. Bible Guide-Posts. Psa. 119 : 9-16. 
May 29. How Have Missions Helped China? 
Luke 4: 16-31. 

June 5. Our Christian Duty to Maintain 
Health. 1 Tim. 4:8; Rom. 12:1. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 

June 12. Poems That Are Worth While. Psa. 
23 : 1-6. 

June 19. Our Need for a Christian Sunday. 
Mark 2 : 27, 28; 3: 1-5. 


Sunday, May 15 


How to Become a Leader 
(2 Tim. 2 : 1-7) 





Mon.—Learn from a4 greater leader (Exod. 
24 : 12-18). 

Tues.—Serve faithfully (Gen. 41 : 1-43). 

Wed.—Follow your vision (Gen. 12 : 1-§). 

Thurs.—Concentrate (i Cor. 2 : 2). 

Fri—Study (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

Sat.—Be original (Matt. 7 : 28, 29). 











Why should we aspire to leadership? 
What makes a leader? 


Is leadership natural or acquired? Give 
reasons. 


LEADER is one on whom rests the 

great responsibility of guiding or di- 
recting others. Some one has beautifully 
interpreted “responsibility” as “response- 
ability, man’s response to God’s abil- 
ity.” All too often we think of personal 
attractions, ingenuity, diplomacy, tact, and 
many other such things as the great: es- 
sentials of leadership. But God’s Word 
makes it plain that. to be leaders for him 
we must first of all be good followers 
of him. * 


As we study the Gospels we are im- 
pressed again and again with the patience 
and forbearance of the Lord, Jesus with 
his disciples, and it was directed, not so 
much toward teaching them any of the 
so-called essentials of leadership, but 
rather toward molding .them, into humble, 
utterly dependent followers of him, Read 
especially his words, “If any man, will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me” (Matt. 
16:24). And again, “I am, the vine, ye 
are the branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth. forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing” (John 15:5). es 


b-4 

Saul, great leader though he was 
in the persecution against the early Chris: 
tians, recognized, on the road to Damas- 
cus, the necessity of responding to the 
lordship of. Christ, when in his first words 
to the risen and ‘glorified Christ he said, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 


we 

It is small wonder, then, that we find 
Paul giving to the young Timothy, in our 
Scripture lesson, the true principles of 
leadership. Notice first that his strength 
was to come from the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (v. 1). If we are hoping 
toe be leaders for Christ in our young 
people’s society and, in later years, in the 
church, and are depending wpon our own 
strength we are doomed to bitter disap- 
pointment and failure, for we shall find 
again and again that our own strength is 
utterly insufficient for. the task. 

Then notice that Timothy was to keep 
faithfully those things that Paul had 
taught him and- was to teach them to 

. _ Those, “things” we have today in 
the Epistles of the apostle Paul and- in 
the Gospels and in_the. other books of the 
New Testament. You. will remember that 
the Lord Jesus, when he was talking to 
Peter about his future ministry, com- 
missioned him to. feed his sheep and his 
lambs. The true Christian leader will 
ever be one who will be able to help others 
to know the: Bible and to understand it. 

Timothy was to bea leader that should 
be able to endure hardness (v. 3). . Most 
of us would like to be leaders, but not 
many of us are willing to bear the hard- 
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ships: and sufferings that every leader 
must undergo. The cost of being a 
leader for. Christ is high. It often means 
loneliness. It often means being, misun- 
derstood. Ingratitude from*the very ones 
he is trying to help will frequently: be 
the portion of the true Christian: leader. 
It is not an easy, rose-strewn path, but 
one filled*with many discouragements, and 
humanly: speaking, many disappointments, 
but it is a glorious task if we. are, doing. 
the will of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
are depending» upon, his strength: and rest- 
ing upon his love, and its rewards are 
rich, 

Timothy was to be a separated leader 
(v: 4). Many of the delightful and en- 
joyable things of the world have no place 
in the leader’s program. There is no 
room for self-indulgence if we would be 
true leaders for, the. Lord Jesus Christ. 
Not that God would rob us of all that 
is good and beautiful and enjoyable, but 
he asks of his leaders whole-hearted de- 
votion to him, and there is no time for 
those things that do not count or that 
would hinder: or hold us back from do- 
ing his will (Heb: 12:1). 

And finally Timothy was: to be an obe- 
dient leader (v. 5). If we are to be serv- 
iceable leaders for our Lord and Master 
we must lead according to his plan. No 
matter how efficient we may be, no mat- 
ter how great our ability, no matter how 
successfully we may be able to: marshal 
and direct others, if we are working ac- 
cording to any plan other than that of 
Christ, even though that, plan in itself may 
be good, we are not useful leaders for 
him. We must be doing his work, in his 
way, and at his time, if. it is really to. 
count for him, 


But how: are we to know whether or 
not God would have ‘us to be leaders for 
him? We may see nothing in our own 
ability that would ever qualify us for 
leadership, and we know that all cannot 
be leaders in one sense of that word. 
And yet in another sense we can all be 
leaders for him. There is no Christian, 
however poorly equipped naturally, that 
cannot be a leader for Christ through 
His power. “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 


$i}: 

Our field of leadership may be very 
limited, but there is at least one, and often 
more, to whom ‘we can a true leader 
for Christ. How can he entrust to us a 
large field of service if we, are failing 
him in the smaller one? The great ques- 
tion is whether or not we are willing to 
go to him and surrender our ability or 
our lack of ability, and,ask him to make 
us those kinds of leaders for him that he 
wants us to be, first. of all teaching* us 
to be true followers and obedient serv- 
ants, then sending us out to lead others 
to him and to lead others to know him 
better. we 


Whom am I leading? 

Am T leading them to or away from Christ? 

Am I willing to let him make me a true 
leader for him? 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through ‘‘them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
~ yee and = a po ree os ene to pray 
ior s lance an essing ec League.— 
Editor of Sunday School Times. 


What in 19307 


|g peep ng hundred years ago! No, 
not quite. The Church has three 
years yet to travel on its world-wide 
evangelization journey before it can cele- 
brate the nineteen hundredth anniver- 
sary of the events. recorded in Acts 1 
and 2: the giving. of the “great commis- 
sion,” the ascension of Jesus, the coming 
of the Holy Spirit, and the. founding of 
the Church. It was 1,897 years agos this 
month that these momentous events’ oc- 
curred. Will they be fittingly and rev- 
erently celebrated at. Jerusalem and 
throughout the world three years from 
now, that is, in 1930? We cannot tell. 
Christ may: possibly come before that 
time. Or if not, world-wide convulsions 
may be in process. If neither rapture nor 
revolution shall ‘have occurred before 
then, sureiy it will be because of God's 
mercy in extending a little longer the 
world’s day of grace and the Church’s 
corresponding opportunity. Oh, that the 
Church of Christ could see this, and 
govern itself accordingly! Do you see 
it? If so, will there not. be results in 
your home, you neighborhood, your 
church? See paragraphs below. 


May 9 to 15 


Mon.—Acts 2 : 14-21. 
Peter’s Sermon‘’at Pentecost. 


Three things are» supremely note- 
worthy: (1) Pentecost’s judicial (and 
in a sense actual) universality: (“all 
flesh,” v. 17)% (2) The resultant far- 
reaching possibility (v. 21) ; (3) The tre- 
mendous responsibility which his univer- 
sality and this possibility puts upon the 
Church (see Rom, 10: 13-15). 

PrayER SuGGestions: Pray for the 
cleansing and the reanointing of the. en- 
tire Church of Christ. Have you per- 
sonally ever received by a definite act of 
faith the infilling of the Holy Spirit, hav- 
ing first obeyed such Scriptures as 2 Cor- 
inthians 7:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7; Ro- 
mans 12:1, 2, and’ the like? If not, why 
not today? Why not “Now”? See 2 
Corinthians 6:2; Ephesians 5:18; He- 
brews 7:25. 

Tues.—Acts 2 : 22-36. 
Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost. 


“Him, being delivered” (v. 23). Three 
motives were back of Jesus’ deliverance 
to crucifixion: (1) On God’s part, to re- 
deem the race; (2) On the Jews’ part, 
to get rid of Jesus; (3) On Satan’s part, 
to frustrate. God's. redemptive. plan. Only 
one motive was supremely good, and that 
one prevailed. 

PRAYER SuacEstions: Says Dr. R. A. 
Torrey: “The: entire yielding of our- 
selves to God.is the condition of our re- 
ceiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit.” 
And Dr. Wilbur Chapman: - “One 
word needs to be sounded over and over 
again if we are to be the recipients of 
this blessing. That word is ‘surrender. ” 
Are you willing? More so is he. “Ask” 
(Luke rr:13). 

Wed.—Acts 2 : 37-47. 
The Result of Peter’s Sermon. 

What a chapter is this! No other such 
event in human history; no other sermon 
like Peter’s; no-other results so sweeping. 
And all that was in the early Church, 
was it not, and is it not, for the whole 
Church? (v. 39.) And rat, too, without 
anything unseemly or unethical, such as is 
sometimes seen nowadays. 

A: “Depication. Prayer” (frequently 
employed by Dr, James M. Gray im con- 





ducting consecration meetings): “O God, 
Il am redeemed by the precious blood of 
thy Son, Jesus Christ; I am saved by 
thy grace; I am indwelt by thy Holy 
Spirit; I am a member of the body of 
which Christ is the Head. I now yield 
myself to thee, as one who is alive from 
the dead, and my members as mstru- 
ments of righteousness unto. God, that I 
may be filled with thy Holy Spirit. I 
now receive by faith the gift of thy Holy 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ my Lord. 
A rag Can you pray this prayer? WiLL 
You 


Thurs.—John 16 : 7-15. 
The Promise of the Holy Spirit. 


Jesus’ presence was local; the Spirit’s 
presence is universal. Yet Jesus’ work 
on earth was as necessary as is now the 
Spiritis. Nevertheless had he remained 
physically present, there could have been 
neither Spirit nor Church, without which 
latter two the finished work of the atone- 
ment would have availed nothing for the 
race, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
American-European Fellowship for Chris- 
tian Oneness and Evangelization (1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia), and for the 
men who are directing its activities: Pas- 
tors O. R. Palmer, W. S. Hottel, and P. 
W. Philpott, Dr. Howard A. Banks, the 
Revs. Norman J. Smith and Henry L. 
Hellyer, and Messrs. Edward A. Steele 
and Alwyn Ball, Jr. 


Fri.—1 Corinthians 12:1-11. Spiritual. Gifts. 


Two “trinities,” the triune Godhead 
and his triune manifestation: the Father 
(v. 6); the Son (v. 5); the Holy Spirit 
(v. 4); and again in verse 4, the Spirit’s 
“sifts”; the Spirit’s “administrations” of 
those gifts (through those having them) 
(v. 5); the “operations” of the Spirit 
in thus administering (v. 6). Marvelous 
unity; infinite diversity! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray nk the 
National Union of Christian Schools of 
America (Professor Mark Fakkema, 
General Secretary, 11340 South Park 
Avenue, Chicago). This Union is inde- 
pendent ‘of any “particular denomination, 





and is already operating in fourteen 
States. “All secular subjects are taught” 
by Christian teachers who have a ¢ 
their faith in the fundamentals.” * 
Sat.—2 Peter 1:1-1l1. Precious Promises. 


What to you is the most precious prom- 
ise in God’s Word? Ask each one in the 
family circle this same question. Some 
one has said that the Bible “contains 
thirty thousand promises,” but since the 
total number of verses is only 31,173, the 
number of promises is probably not more 
than one-tenth as many, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
continued wide circulation of the “Way 
of Life” tract (author, the Rev. Norman 
H. Camp; publisher, the Bible. Institute 
Colportage Association, 843 North Wells 
Street, Chicago). Over four million 
copies have been printed and distributed. 
God has signally blessed this leaflet in the 
pointing of thousands to Christ. 
Sun.—Philippians 2 : 5-11. 

The Acceptable Spirit. 

Is verse 5 a command? and are com- 
mands to be obeyed? Some himan com- 
mands may be impossible to: obey, but not 
sO any divine command, for God has 
made ample provision in Christ for their 
obedience. Thus he leaves us wholly 
without excuse. What Paul could do 
(4:13), we can do, 


Prayer Succestions: Reread Mon- 
day’s, Tuesday’s, and Wednesday's Prayer 
Suggestion paragraphs. Let thew ap- 
peals be intensely personal. ‘Get others to 
read them and to take the same step: your 
home loved ones who are Christians, your 
Sunday-school and church associates, 
your Christian friends. Oh, the differ- 
ence it will make in your life and theirs! 


“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” by 
Philip E. Howard, gives practical helps 
on lesson preparation, knowing the pupil, 
securing attention, asking questions, usin 
illustrations, conducting reviews lead 
ing pupils to Christ. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cents, post- 
age 5 cents.) 





BUSINESS man, a friend of 

the New York Bible Society, 
keeps in his desk a small supply of a 
book he calls “The Greatest Love 
Story in the World.” Some time 
ago he handed a copy to a stranger 
who came to his office upon business 
and who remarked that he was in 
great trouble and_ thoroughly dis- 
couraged. Recently he called again 
on our business friend to thank him 
for the Book, declaring that he had 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour, 
had become a student of the Bible 


and was seeking to win others. 


This same business man gave a 
dissipated Italian bootblack a copy 
of ““The Greatest Love Story ‘in 
the World.” Some weeks later the 
Italian gratefully said to him: “I read 
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“The Greatest Love Story | 
in the World” 


that good Book every day. I get 

nk no more. I have more money 
for my family and put some in the 
bank, too,— and | get no more head- 
ache.” 

These true stories illustrate the 
divine power of “The Greatest Love 
Story in the World,” and the great 
good that its comforting and inspiring 
message does. 

You who know the Truth will / 
deeply appreciate a copy of this book. 

erhaps you will find consolation in 
its pages, comfort in its message 
—most certainly the noble Christ. 
ian service it renders will a 
to you! ¢ 

Send for a FREE Copy r 
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